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SNOW 
DAY!
A young girl bounces down the hill on her sled at Rye Town Park. 
Winter Storm Jonas dropped up to 25 inches of snow in some  
areas of Westchester on Saturday, Jan. 23, nearing record marks  
for accumulation. As soon as the storm subsided, residents and 
municipal crews worked hard to clear the roads and cars. 
For coverage, see page 6. Photo/Andrew Dapolite
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Planning ahead...
Sunday Monday TueSday WedneSday ThurSday Friday SaTurday

1
Black History Month 

begins

National Cancer Prevention 
Month begins

Rye Neck MS/HS third 
quarter marking period 

begins

2
Daniel Warren incoming 
kindergarten registration

8:30 a.m. and 1:30 p.m.

Planning Commission 
meeting

7 p.m., Rye City Hall

3
Daniel Warren kinder-
garten Parent/Teacher 

Conferences, report cards
4 p.m. to 7 p.m.

Rye Neck Board of 
Education planning session

6:30 p.m., Administration 
building 

Rye Winter Jazz Night
7:30 p.m., MS Multipurpose 

Room

4
World Cancer Day

Daniel Warren incoming 
kindergarten registration

8:30 a.m. and 1:30 p.m.

Grade 5 Parent Orientation
7 p.m.

5
National Wear Red Day

6

7
Super Bowl Sunday

8
Chinese New Year 

Rye Neck MS/HS report 
cards out

Board of Architectural 
Review meeting

7:30 p.m., Rye City Hall

Board of Fire Wardens
7:30 p.m., Locust Avenue 

Firehouse

9
Mardi Gras

Grade 3 Westchester 
Philharmonic Concert

10:30 a.m.

Rye City Board of 
Education meeting

7:30 p.m., MS  
Multipurpose Room

10
Ash Wednesday  

Curriculum Council meeting
6 p.m., RHS library

Midland Grade 5 play
7 p.m.

Rye City Council meeting
7:25 p.m., Rye City Hall

11
Midland Grade 5 play

7 p.m.

Zoning Board of Appeals 
meeting

7:30 p.m., Rye City Hall

12
Superintendent’s Day,
all Rye Neck schools 

closed

13

14
Valentine’s Day

15
Presidents Day,
offices closed

Mid-winter recess begins, 
all schools closed

16
Planning Commission 

 meeting
7 p.m., Rye City Hall

17
Rye Golf Club Commission 

meeting
7 p.m.

18 19
Mid-winter recess ends

20

21 22
Schools reopen

Board of Architectural 
Review meeting

7:30 p.m., Rye City Hall

23
Rye City Board of 

Education meeting
7:30 p.m., MS Multipurpose 

Room

24
Rye Neck PTSA café

9:15 a.m., Daniel Warren

Rye Neck Grade 8  
Pizza/Musical

6 p.m., Dining Hall

Rye Neck Board of 
Education meeting
7 p.m., MS/HS library

Rye City Council meeting
7:30 p.m., Rye City Hall

25
Rye Neck HS Musical
7 p.m., Performing Arts 

Center

26
Rye Neck HS Musical
7 p.m., Performing Arts 

Center

RHS Winter Musical
7:30 p.m., Performing Arts 

Center

27
RHS Winter Musical
2 p.m. and 7:30 p.m., 

Performing Arts Center

Rye Neck HS Musical
7 p.m., Performing Arts 

Center

28 29
Black History Month ends

National Cancer Prevention 
Month ends

February 2016
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By James Pero
Staff Writer

Rye Golf Club groundskee-
per Charles “Chip” Lafferty 
has been charged with a misde-
meanor for the misapplication 
of a restricted-use pesticide, 
after being ticketed by the New 
York State Department of Envi-
ronmental Conservation. 

City officials, however, say 
Lafferty’s alleged violation did 
not play a part in the destruc-
tion of the club’s greens this 
past summer. 

According to information 
obtained from the state DEC, 
Lafferty—whose court appear-
ance in Rye Criminal Court on 
Jan. 26 resulted in a two-week 
adjournment of the case—faces 
the criminal repercussions of 
being convicted for the use of 
a restricted pesticide contrary 
to label requirements, which 
can carry penalties as serious as 
$5,000 for each day the product 
was applied, or possibly up to a 
year in prison. 

The violation Lafferty was 
ticketed for was alleged to have 
occurred on May 1, 2015. But 
the ticket wasn’t issued until 
Dec. 30, according to DEC, 
following a phone call to the 
agency in November detailing 
a complaint.

According to City Attorney 
Kristen Wilson, the violation 
relates to a chemical pesti-
cide called ALT-70—the same 

Rye Golf Club groundskeeper ticketed

chemical that was responsible 
for the extensive damage to the 
greens—that first occurred in 
mid- to late May 2015. 

The damage resulted in the 
official closing of the club’s 
greens from Memorial Day 
weekend through Labor Day 
weekend, rendering much of 
the course’s peak season un-
playable. The mishap spawned 
several lawsuits from members 
looking to recover their mem-
bership dues. 

City Manager Marcus Ser-
rano told the Review that the 
incident for which Lafferty ap-
peared in court relates to one 
instance when he inadvertently 
misapplied the ALT-70 pesti-
cide after confusing two differ-
ent application directions; one 
for the name brand, ALT-70, 
and one for the generic version 
of the product.

According to Serrano, while 
Lafferty did not over-apply 
the product, his misapplica-
tion of the chemical—which is 
controlled under EPA regula-
tions—may still qualify, under 
state law, as a violation.

However, full details of the 
charges, according to Wilson, 
remain unclear. The city is cur-
rently awaiting additional in-
formation from the Westches-
ter County District Attorney’s 
Office. 

“We don’t know the facts 
on which he was charged,” 
she said.

In December, the city was 
embroiled in a separate piece 
of litigation involving the ALT-
70 pesticide, which resulted in 
an award of $2.5 million from 
the chemical company Tes-
enderlo Kerley Inc., TKI—the 
manufacturer of ALT-70—who 
sold the city the faulty product 
deemed responsible for killing 
the golf club’s greens.

According to Wilson, the 
money awarded to the city 
in the TKI settlement is not 
at all jeopardized by Laffer-
ty’s alleged misapplication of  
the pesticide. 

Though the same chemi-
cal—ALT-70—is in question 
for both instances, Serrano 
isn’t worried that Lafferty’s po-
tential misuse of the pesticide 
contributed in any way to the 
damage to the club’s greens.

The city manager said that 
three professional consul-
tants—whose findings last 
year were part of a city in-
ternal investigation into the  
matter—also verified that Laf-
ferty had not caused damage to 
the greens.

Lafferty is set to appear back 
in court in two weeks, on Feb. 
9, when Judge Joe Latwin will 
decide whether or not he will 
be tried in criminal court.

Councilman Terry McCart-
ney could not be reached for 
comment as of press time.  

coNTacT: james@hometwn.com

After a tumultuous year for the Rye Golf Club, Charles Lafferty, left—the club’s groundskeeper—appeared 
in Rye Criminal Court on Monday as a result of a violation issued by the state DEC alleging he misused a 
controlled chemical. Photo/Andrew Dapolite
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What’s going on...
manmade and natural. The artists work in different 
media, including paint, print, photography, glass, 
encaustic, fiber and mixed media. The exhibition is 
free and open to the public. For more information, 
visit ryeartscenter.org or call 967-4495.

Eye on Art tour
There will be a guided tour of Christie’s gallery 

located at 20 Rockefeller Plaza in Manhattan on 
Friday, Feb. 5 from 10 a.m. to noon. This tour will 
include Christie’s prints and drawings and will 
provide a glimpse of the works coming up for sale 
and one of the world’s best-known auction houses. 
The tour will be led by Margot Clark-Junkins, who 
received her master’s degree in history of design 
and curatorial studies from Parsons School of De-
sign. Tickets to the tour are $35 per person. For 
more information or to register for the tour, call 
967-4495.

The Jones Factor concert
The Jones Factor, under the direction of John 

Fumasoli, presents Grammy-nominated and Em-
my-winning guest artist Chieli Minucci in concert 
on Friday, Feb. 5 at 7:30 p.m. at the Rye Arts Cen-
ter. The Jones Factor is a 10-piece funk, fusion and 
jazz ensemble that draws its players from diverse 
musical backgrounds. Tickets to the performance 
are $30 for general admission, and tickets for stu-
dents and seniors are $25. For more information or 
to purchase tickets, call 967-4495.

Rye Recreation
Rye south soccer spring 2016 

registration
Online registration is open at ryeyouthsoccer.

org for spring intramural soccer for boys and girls 
in grades K-5. Season will begin Saturday, April 
30 and end Saturday, June 18. Complete details 
on dates and times of the program can be found 
on the website. If you have any questions, contact 
Patti Adimari, registrar, at pattirys@optonline.net 
or 967-5273. Scholarships are available upon re-
quest. Please note that coaches should also register 
to coach in their online account.

Summer camp registration
Rye Recreation summer camp registration 

opens on Friday, Feb. 5 at 10 a.m. for Kiddy Camp, 
for children ages 3 to 5 but not entering kindergar-
ten. Please visit ryeny.gov/recreation.cfm for more 
information and to register. 

SPRYE
Open house

SPRYE is creating opportunities for older adults 
to choose how they want to age. Learn more about 
what the nonprofit does at its next open house on 
Thursday, Feb. 4 from 10:30 a.m. to noon at 55 S. 
Main St. (One Gateway Plaza), 3rd floor, in Port 
Chester. RSVP by calling 481-5706.

‘When Writing the Story of Your Life’
On Saturday, Feb. 6 from 11 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 

in the Meeting Room. Bring a notebook and writ-
ing implements and gain a firm grounding in the 
basics of memoir writing, and then begin to record 
your life story for yourself or to share with others. 
The workshop will be taught by published author, 
Carol Costa.

GameMaker Studio for teens
On Thursday, Feb. 11 from 6:45 p.m. to 7:45 

p.m. in the Raho Technology Center. Registra-
tion is required online at the library’s website. The 
snow date for this event is Thursday, Feb. 18 at 
6:30 p.m. 

GameMaker Studio is a fantastic application 
to create high-quality video games. Whether an 
entry-level novice or a seasoned game developer, 
GameMaker allows all to create cross-platform 
games in record time using “drag and drop” com-
puter programming skills. All teens are welcome 
to learn how to use this cutting-edge application 
with Austin Olney.

Wainwirght House
Jazz Brunches on the Sound

Let the jazz ring through the air at musi-
cal brunches on special Sundays at Wainwright 
House, located at 260 Stuyvesant Ave. in Rye. The 
musical brunches will be held on Sundays, Jan. 31, 
Feb. 28 and April 3 and will feature popular local 
jazz trios, a delicious brunch buffet, champagne 
and the chance to meet new people. It is a perfect 
opportunity for family, friends, clubs and alumni 
groups to get together and share a good time.

The series features the John Dentato Trio on 
Jan. 31, with more acts lined up. Tickets are $35 
for members and $45 for non-members. Walk-ins 
are welcome. For reservations, call 967-6080. 

Rye Meeting House
Guided bird walk and gallery talk

A special guided bird walk will take place on 
Saturday, Jan. 30 at 3 p.m. at the Meeting House 
on Milton Road. Christopher Mignone, vice presi-
dent of Central Westchester Audubon, will lead an 
indoor walk using photographs of birds by Nadia 
Valla on exhibit, followed by an outdoor walk on 
the adjoining Meeting House and Bird Homestead 
grounds. Admission to this program is free, but do-
nations are greatly appreciated. For more informa-
tion or to reserve a spot, email freebirdhomestead.
meetinghouse@gmail.com or call 967-0099.

Rye Arts Center
‘Winter White: The Absence of Color’ 

exhibition
This new exhibition by art-

ist Katharine Dufault will be on 
view in the gallery through March 
5, with an opening reception on 
Saturday, Jan. 30 from 3 p.m. to 
5 p.m. The exhibition will present 
the work of more than a dozen contemporary artists 
whose use of white defines and unifies their work. 
By complementing January’s winter white, the 
work on display will set forth a binary relationship 
between interior and exterior, artificial and organic, 

which five can be handled using only natural so-
lutions. In this workshop, Dr. Giudice will discuss 
different models of weight loss, including solutions 
that can work for people who have thyroid prob-
lems. Giudice has been practicing natural health 
care for 16 years and will answer your questions.

Dealing with pain and inflammation
On Thursday, Feb. 4 from 11 a.m. to noon in 

the Meeting Room. In this workshop, Dr. Giudice 
will review the most anti-inflammatory diet; foods 
that help block pain; the best manual therapies to 
help alleviate pain and the cause of pain; nerve en-
trapments; laser therapies; what other conditions 
increase pain; and how to figure out how much re-
habilitative exercise to do so you improve strength 
without causing injury. Giudice has been helping 
people recover from chronic conditions since 1998 
using natural methods.

Friday Book Café
On Friday, Feb. 5 from 9:30 a.m. to 11 a.m. The 

book of the month is “The Invention of Wings” by 
Sue Monk Kidd. This is a monthly meeting of this 
long-running and lively book group. Gather with in-
teresting, thoughtful people to discuss this month’s 
book selection and snack on coffee and cake. To keep 
the titles timely and meaningful, each month’s choice 
is agreed upon at the previous meeting and all books 
are available at the library prior to the meeting. This 
discussion will be held off site. Please call the library 
at 967-0480 or stop by for location details.

Visit ryelibrary.org for more information on 
these and other events and programs.

Teacher-in-the-Library
On Mondays through Thursdays from 3:30 p.m. 

to 5 p.m. in the Children’s Room. Got homework? 
Drop by the library. Rye teachers offer afterschool 
homework help to students attending local public 
and private elementary schools in the Rye area. 
This is a free program sponsored by the Auxiliary 
Board of the Rye Free Reading Room, The Wom-
an’s Club of Rye/Children’s Philanthropy Section 
and the PTO of Rye Schools.

Understanding your thyroid 
On Thursday, Feb. 4 from 10 a.m. to 11 a.m. 

in the Meeting Room. Can your thyroid prevent 
weight loss or cause weight gain? Do you still have 
symptoms even though your blood work looks 
normal? Find out why and what you can do about 
it. Learn the six patterns to thyroid problems and 

Rye Free Reading Room events

Deadline for our What’s Going On  
section is every Thursday at noon. Though 

space is not guaranteed, we will do our best 
to accommodate your listing. Please send all 

items to news@hometwn.com.
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Swim school seeks site in Mamaroneck
By sUZy BerKowiTZ

Editorial Assistant

Swim Tank, Home of Aqua 
Tots is currently seeking ap-
proval from the village of Ma-
maroneck to redevelop a vacant 
church into a second site for its 
swim instruction. 

Swim Tank, currently located 
in West Harrison, caters to fami-
lies from the lower Westches-
ter and Connecticut areas, and 
teaches children ages 4 months 
to 13 years how to swim, while 
preparing them for swim teams 
and lifeguarding. The site is co-
owned by sisters Fiona Kearney 
and Aileen Bucciero, who say 
their current space is filled to 
capacity. 

Kearney said that when choos-
ing a site to expand to, size and 
location were key, as she and 
Bucciero are looking for a space 
that can house a larger pool and 
can both expand and keep their 
current client base. 

“We’re maxed out in our cur-
rent location right now and we 
have a long waiting list,” Buc-
ciero said. “We knew Mama-
roneck would be a great market 

area and we could probably shift 
a lot of clients over to this new 
space.”

Bucciero added that the Ma-
maroneck location would afford 
the business an opportunity to 
attract more clients from the cur-
rent surrounding areas, which is 
why they chose the space. 

Village Planner Bob Galvin 
said the 120 Madison St. site, 
the former home of the non-
denominational Strait Gait 
Church, is unique in that half 
of it was originally zoned for 
commercial use, while the 
other half remained residen-
tial. The church, which went 
bankrupt a few years ago, is 
comprised of a church build-
ing, a gymnasium, a parish-
ioner’s site and a parking lot.  
According to Galvin, after the 
Board of Trustees received a 
request from the swim school 
to rezone the property, allow-
ing it to be repurposed for com-
mercial use, the project was 
referred to the Planning Board 
for an environmental review. 
The Planning Board took into 
account the environmental im-
pacts of the site becoming a 

swim school with the help of 
landscape consultants, traffic 
data and stormwater engineers.

The attorneys representing 
the swimming company are next 
scheduled to appear before the 
village zoning board on Feb. 4 
for a special permit.

Galvin said the surrounding 
community is in favor of the 
swim tank occupying the Madi-
son Street space because their 
plans include maintaining and 
protecting the existing church, 
which is a familiar site to the 
neighborhood. 

“It’s somewhat unusual for a 
new site plan to have this kind 
of community support,” Galvin 
said. “A lot of people love this 
swim school. The impacts of this 
proposal are not very invasive, 
and the developers will be keep-
ing the old building and integrat-
ing it more into the context of 
the neighborhood, so it’s a win 
for the community.” 

Kearney said if all goes 
smoothly renovations would be-
gin in the spring and be complet-
ed by the end of 2016.

coNTacT: suzy@hometwn.com
Swim Tank, Home of Aqua Tots is looking to extend its business to a second location at 120 Madison St.  
in the village of Mamaroneck, where the vacant Strait Gait Church currently stands. Photo/Andrew Dapolite
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Jonas leaves its mark 
on westchester

Winter Storm Jonas blanketed 
the region on Saturday, Jan. 23, 
with a deluge of snow dropping 
up to 25 inches of snow in areas of 
Westchester County.

The first major snowfall of the 
winter, which was accompanied 
by wind gusts of more than 50 
mph, nearly set record marks for 
accumulation. In anticipation of 
the wintery mix, Gov. Andrew 
Cuomo, a Democrat, issued a state 
of emergency and a travel ban that 
went into effect on Saturday after-
noon, ordering all non-emergency 
vehicles off the roads. 

No power outages were report-
ed by NYSEG and Con Edison as 
a result of the storm. 

Once the storm subsided late 
Saturday night, snow removal be-
came the priority for municipal 
crews. 

Most of the problems surround-
ing the storm were the same ones 
that always pop up, but the one 
day notice made it easier for mu-

nicipal crews to prep the roads and 
inform residents to move their cars  
to alternate locations in some 
communities.

On Monday, Jan. 25, many 
school districts in Westchester 
cancelled classes giving students 
a much-welcomed snow day. But 
in the days following Jonas, tem-
peratures increased to the 40s and 
portions of the snow started to 
melt away. 

Rye City Manager Marcus 
Serrano was pleased to report 
that newly-configured snow-
plow routing made a big dif-
ference in clearing streets  
efficiently. “Our superintendent of 
public works/city engineer, Ryan 
Coyne, reorganized the snow 
routes,” Serrano said. “He wanted 
to test them but this was a bigger 
test than maybe he wanted. He’s 
always looking to make improve-
ments and I think the changes he 
made worked out very well.”
-Reporting by Sarah Varney

You’re never told old for sledding at Rye Town Park after a big snowstorm.

The frigid temperatures and bone-chilling wind did not stop a few 
people from enjoying a walk on the Playland boardwalk in the aftermath 
of Winter Storm Jonas.

Westchester County workers clear the bicycle path along Playland 
Parkway in Rye. Photos/Andrew Dapolite

Arthur Hanlon clears his sidewalk with a snowblower on Apawamis 
Avenue in Rye.

A father and daughter are all laughs as they struggle to maintain 
control of their sled.

A woman and her two beagles 
enjoy a brisk walk along the 
waterfront at Rye Town Park.
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By James Pero
Staff Writer

With an eye toward the final 
two years of his first term as 
mayor, Joe Sack is hoping to ad-
dress large-scale issues that have 
been tabled for years. 

According to Sack, a Repub-
lican, among the major issues 
paramount to the council is an 
update to the city’s master plan 
which hasn’t been revised since 
its adoption in 1985. His agenda 
was presented as part of his an-
nual State of the City address, 
which he delivered on Jan. 12 in 
Rye City Hall.

The master plan—a compre-
hensive document which out-
lines the city’s goals on every-
thing from historic preservation 
of architecture to flood control—
is supposed to be updated every 
10 to 15 years, based on munici-
pal standards. Currently, how-
ever, the document hasn’t been 
touched in more than 30 years.

Despite its long overdue revi-
sion, Sack says the document is 
still remarkably relevant.

“We’re not talking about 
throwing something out the win-

Mayor Sack looks to address parking, debt
dow,” he said. 

One of the things in the mas-
ter plan which he and the coun-
cil will address specifically is the 
issue of parking—or lack there-
of—in downtown Rye; a topic of 
conversation which he said pre-
dates even the master plan itself. 

“We need to look at parking 
in the downtown business dis-
trict,” Sack said. “It’s been an 
age-old issue—it goes back be-
fore 1985.”

According to the last parking 
study commissioned by the city 
in 2007, while a deficit in park-
ing does indicate a healthy con-
sumer-base for Rye’s downtown 
business district, it also serves 
as an obstacle to its economic 
growth.

Sack is not the first mayor to 
propose tackling the parking is-
sue in a citywide address, but 
previous talk has never led any 
of his predecessors to find a 
workable solution. 

In what has the potential to be 
viewed as a much more contro-
versial proposal, Sack also plans 
to consider changing the city 
charter in order to be able to take 
on more city debt. This, the may-

or says, is a change which would 
be enacted in part to allow Rye 
to fund necessary infrastructure 
projects if needed. As it stands, 
having already surpassed its lim-
it, the only way the city can take 
on additional debt is through a 
lengthy public referendum pro-
cess. 

“There’s a lot of infrastructure 
projects that we need to do in 
Rye but we’re limited,” he said. 
“We can’t borrow money to do 
it because we’re capped on the 
amount of debt we can issue.”

According to City Manager 
Marcus Serrano, the city’s debt 
limit—which hasn’t been altered 
since the city’s original charter 
was drafted in 1961—is capped 
below a state-mandated debt 
limit, making large scale proj-
ects tough to fund.

“Right now, for instance, if 
we wanted to purchase one fire 
ladder it would normally cost 
us about $1.2 million,” Serrano 
said. “That alone would send us 
over the debt limit.”

According to the terms of the 
current charter, the City Council 
requires the approval of a pub-
lic vote if it were to exceed the 

mandated debt limit. Further, 
any project which exceeds the 
debt limit would be taken direct-
ly from the city’s fund balance.

But this wouldn’t be the first 
time Sack has looked to alter the 
charter. 

On two other occasions since 
taking office as mayor in 2014, 
Sack has made changes to the 
city’s governing document; one 
alteration gave the City Council 
final authority on the hiring of a 

police commissioner, and anoth-
er allowed all councilmembers 
to access city records.

As it relates to debt limita-
tions, specifically, Sack pointed 
to an ongoing lawsuit between 
Save the Sound, a nonprofit en-
vironmental organization that 
monitors the water quality of the 
Long Island Sound, and many 
Sound Shore communities, in 
terms of the possible need to ad-
dress infrastructure projects in 

the future.
“We’re being sued right now 

over our sewer lines—over the 
influx and infiltration issues,” 
he said. “That’s something that 
has come up recently in litiga-
tion and something we’re going 
to have to address.”

In November 2015, Save  
the Sound launched a lawsuit 
which alleged that 11 different 

mayor continued on page 10

At Rye’s annual State of the City address, Mayor Joe Sack addressed some critical issues important to Rye’s 
future. Photo/Andrew Dapolite
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More on the Rye Senior Advocacy Committee

Happy New Year! We espe-
cially wish a happy and healthy 
2016 to all Rye seniors and  
their families.

Last month our fearless leader 
Joe Murphy, a licensed clinical 
social worker, wrote our first 
column called Senior Informa-
tion Subjects, SIS, in honor of 
Ellen “Sis” D’Angelo who spent 
her life championing community 
social justice issues right up un-
til she passed in August 2015. 
Her daughters, Ginny and Carol, 
are delighted that we are paying 
tribute to Sis in this way.

The Rye Senior Advocacy 
Committee, RSAC, mission state-
ment “is to support the concerns 
of Rye’s elder adults, to advocate 
for their needs and seek new mod-
els and opportunities to better ac-
commodate Rye’s growing older 
population. Our vision is to devel-
op and maintain a healthy, diverse 
populace in which citizens of  
all ages have the opportunity to 
contribute to the strength of the 
Rye community.”

RSAC’s role “in order to best 
coordinate the implementation 
of its mission, the chairperson 
of RSAC (Joe Murphy) is to be 
designated senior advocate for 
the city of Rye, and will be re-
sponsible for carrying out the 
committee’s purposes that are 
aligned to the goals of the mayor 
and City Council in its commit-

ment to serve our senior resi-
dents, and maintain the Senior 
Resource Directory (hard cop-
ies in the Rye Library, Rye Rec, 
City Hall and The Osborn) on 
the city’s website, so as to pro-
vide resource guidance to mem-
bers of our community.”

Our RSAC committee con-
sists of seven volunteer mem-
bers: Joe Murphy, Philip Cic-
ciello, Ed Matthews, Josephine 
DelMonte, Jane O’Sullivan, Es-
ther Martensen and a new mem-
ber currently onboarding. (More 
about our committee members in 
an upcoming issue). Al Schwartz 
from SPYRE also attends our 
meetings and all are welcome. 
Our committee is dedicated to 
upgrading and improving ser-
vices and access for Rye’s grow-
ing senior population. Sally Ro-
gol, the city’s superintendent of 
recreation, said there are 27 Rye 
Seniors Club members in their 
90s and a few nearing 100. In 
December, Esther retired from 
our committee after eight years 
of dedicated service and was 
honored with a Certificate of Ap-
preciation from Mayor Joe Sack. 
Esther, a remarkable woman, 
also chairs the Rye Seniors Club. 

At the Jan. 6 meeting of the 
Rye Seniors Club at Rye Rec, 
Medicare specialist Donna 
Smith spoke about 2016 changes 
in Medicare that seniors need to 
consider. For the flyer on Medi-
care, stop by Rye Rec.

RSAC was delighted to part-
ner with Chris Shoemaker and 
the Rye Free Reading Room in 

summer 2015 in support of Sun-
day afternoon open hours (noon 
to 4 p.m.) at the Rye library, 
which of course benefits all Rye 
residents, not just seniors. Park-
ing in that area is difficult dur-
ing the workweek and seniors 
enjoy the library on weekends 
as a place to socialize, read, use 
computers and enjoy a heated 
space in the winter and air con-
ditioning in the summer. Our 
magnificent library needs to be 
used and accessed on Sundays. 
Unfortunately, Sunday hours did 
not pass in the latest city budget, 
however we hope they will be 
reinstated in 2017. RSAC is also 
working on creating greater ac-
cess and reduced cost for seniors 
at the Rye Golf Club/pool area 
during the summer months, 

Rye Seniors Club meets 1 
p.m. to 3 p.m. each Wednesday 
at the Rye Rec Damiano Center. 
All Rye residents 60 and older 
are eligible to join. Dues are  
$10 a year per person, paid in 
September.

Rye Recreation, the Rye Arts 
Center and the Rye YMCA offer 
many great classes for seniors.

RSAC is planning a “Senior 
Summit” in the Rye Free Read-
ing Room Community Room on 
Sunday, April 17. Mark your cal-
endars. More details will follow.

RSAC meetings are always 
the third Thursday of the month, 
at 8:30 a.m. in the Mayor’s Con-
ference Room in City Hall. All 
are welcome. 

coNTacT: janekosullivan@gmail.com

the council 
corner

Councilwoman
Kirstin Bucci

Clyde is a handsome gray 
tabby, about 2 years old. 
He was found as a stray 
wandering the streets of 
Yonkers. This fun, spunky boy 
would love a home where he 
can be the king of the castle 
as the only feline. He loves  
to play and will keep you 
smiling with his silly antics.
Clyde is neutered, in good 
health and up to date with  
all vaccinations. The adoption 
donation for Clyde is $80. 
To meet this great kitty, call 
Larchmont Pet Rescue at  
835-3332/740-4072 or 
visit NY-PetRescue.org. 
(Submitted)

The city of Rye’s health care costs in 20 years

This column may ring a bell 
for those who are dedicated 
readers of this column. In the 
edition of The Review published 
on Aug. 20, 2015, I laid out the 
basic details of the city of Rye’s 
retirement health care program 
and its issues. The column was 
called “Why Rye Needs to Rein 
in Future Costs,” and can be 
found on The Review’s website. 
I’m going back to the well on 
retirement health care today be-
cause I think it’s important.

In this column, I’m going to 
make some assumptions about 
the rate of increase in a few key 
cost and revenue drivers in an ef-
fort to further illustrate the city’s 
retirement health care issue. This 
analysis excludes the enterprise 
funds—the Rye Golf Club and 
the Boat Basin—except for the 
impact of associated employee 
salary and benefit costs.

Annual assumptions:
• �1�percent�increase�in�the�
city’s tax levy.

• �5�percent�decrease�in�other�
revenue over the next five 
years, then leveling out.

• �5�percent�increase�in�em-
ployee health care costs.

• �6�percent�increase�in�retire-
ment health care costs for  
former city employees.

The tax levy is the amount 
that the city collects in prop-
erty taxes from Rye homeown-
ers every year and it contributed 
roughly two-thirds of the 2015 

total revenue, assuming a 1 per-
cent annual increase is generous 
because of the tax cap. The “oth-
er revenue” is derived from a va-
riety of sources, many of which 
are interest rate dependent, such 
as building permit and sales tax 
revenue. In any year, the city is 
quite confident that it will col-
lect its tax levy, but the “other 
revenue” fluctuates.

The health care inflation 
rates are based on the expecta-
tions used in our auditor’s cal-
culation of our future unfunded 
health care liability and are at the  
low end of historical trends in 
health care.

In 2015, the city of Rye spent 
nearly $4.7 million on total em-
ployee health care, both active 
and retired, which represented 
22 percent of the tax levy and 14 
percent of total revenue. Under 
the set of assumptions outlined 
above, health care spending 
would nearly triple over the next 
20 years, reaching $14 million in 
2035, 52 percent of the city’s tax 
levy. To put that into perspective, 
this is the equivalent of spend-
ing 52 percent of your salary on  
your family’s health care. It’s 
untenable.  

In my opinion, retirement 
health care is the especially 
problematic for two reasons:

• Longevity is a key driver of 
total retirement health care costs. 
Since these policies were initiat-
ed decades ago, average life ex-
pectancy has risen substantially. 
As our city employees spend 
more years in retirement, the 
costs to provide their health care 
will grow exponentially. The 
most recent increases in our un-
funded health care liability were 

driven primarily by longevity. 
• We won’t feel the effect of 

changes to retirement health  
care for 20 years, creating the  
familiar political problem of 
making difficult choices when 
the dangers and benefits aren’t 
imminent.

It would be a difficult deci-
sion for any council to consider 
reducing employee benefits. 
We recognize how valuable the 
city’s employees are—just look 
at how quickly our streets were 
cleared in the most recent snow-
storm. Our firefighters willingly 
put their lives at risk to save our 
residents every time there is an 
alarm, rushing to provide aid 
without knowing if there is a fire 
or a false alarm waiting for them 
at the scene. Our police work 
tirelessly and with little fanfare 
to keep our residents and their 
property safe—often their big-
gest accomplishments are the 
crimes that don’t happen, so we 
don’t hear about them. In short, 
dedicated and talented people 
comprise our city staff and they 
are central to our well-run city.  

Because the impact of alter-
ing retirement healthcare ben-
efits is 20 years away, the pros-
pect of reducing those benefits is 
particularly unappealing for any 
council, since that council won’t 
see the beneficial impact on its 
budgets. However, this dynam-
ic doesn’t make the decision to 
take action any less critical to the 
future of our city.  

To be certain, there are nu-
merous assumptions in this anal-
ysis and lots of room for debate 
about the precision of those as-
sumptions, but the trend is unde-
niable and poses a clear danger.
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By sarah varNey
Education Reporter

On Jan. 14, Midland School 
students got the chance to prac-
tice tai chi with a humanoid ro-
bot named Nao as part of a day-
long mobile science STEAM 
museum that was presented by 
Mobile Ed Productions Inc. and 
funded by the school’s PTO. At 
the end of the program, Nao led 
the children through a series of 
tai chi exercises. 

In addition to Nao’s exer-
cise session, the fair included 
interactive experiment stations 
with a friction raceway, and a 
Newton’s Cradle demonstrat-
ing that an object in motion 
stays in motion. A bike enabled 
students to pedal away and see 
how the kinetic energy they 
produced could create electric-
ity. There was also a Tesla coil 
that illustrated how an electric 
charge can be produced. 

The Tesla coil drew a lot of 
attention. One 6-year-old girl 
wearing light-up Ugg boots 
helped demonstrate how the 
current produced by the coil 
could be chained together. 

Midland science fair stars $10K talking robot
When she touched the glass, 
her boots lit up. An alert teach-
er saw what was happening and 
an experiment was conducted 
to see how far the current could 
travel. As part of the experi-
ment, three students held hands 
in a chain to make the girl’s 
boots light up. It was a weak 
charge, but it was enough to 
make her boots react

Students also flocked to a 
station where kinetic energy 
was created to power a light by 
pedaling a bike. Students found 
that the harder they peddled, 
the brighter the light shined. 

At the beginning of the third-
grade version of the program, 
facilitator Deron Jones showed 
off Nao’s speech and move-
ment capabilities. 

The Nao robots are produced 
by Aldebaran, a subsidiary of 
the Japanese-based SoftBank 
Group. According to Jones, 
a robot like Nao costs about 
$10,000. 

STEAM—science, technol-
ogy, engineering, art and me-
chanics—or STEM presenta-
tions and classes are designed to 
provide more advanced science 

and technology education for 
students in grades one through 
12. The STEAM push is based 
on the projected need for more 
computer programmers and sci-
entists starting in 2020.

Will those programming 
jobs actually materialize? Jones 
thinks they will. 

The future is in robotics, 
he said. “Robotics is going to 
be where it’s at,” Jones added. 
“You’ll be able to make things 
on a dime. Those robots will 
need to be programmed. Com-
panies are moving in that direc-
tion already.” 

Companies are using room-
sized “maker bots” to enable 
round the clock manufacturing. 
Jones foresees demand increas-
ing as companies seek more 
granular control over inventory. 
Modeling is another area where 
demand will grow, he added. 

Before joining Mobile Ed 
Productions Inc., Jones worked 
as a programmer for 30 years. 
“I wanted to do something dif-
ferent,” he said. “I wanted to 
make a difference.”  

coNTacT: sarah@hometwn.com

From left, Jameson Ibrahim, Remy Hess, Charlotte Keenan, Ruriko Kuhara and Amelia Albarracin stand in 
front of the Tesla coil exhibit. The coil is used to illustrate how electricity can be created and distributed 
wirelessly to produce a current. 

Third-grade Midland School students follow the tai chi movements of Nao, a $10,000 humanoid robot 
created by Aldebaran, part of the Japanese-based SoftBank Group. The company’s robots are not sold in 
the United States. Photos/Sarah Varney

Midland mom Carrie Parker looks on as a student uses multi-colored gears to build an arch. The gears station 
at the science fair provided the mechanics component of the STEAM core concepts.
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Suppose there had been doz-
ens of homes without power dur-
ing last weekend’s blizzard, with 
many hungry children shivering 
in the dark. Why had the City 
Council not done as they had in 
the past, announcing which lo-
cations were prepared to furnish 
simple food and temporary shel-
ter for freezing families? Winter 
is not over, and we could have 
more than one more such emer-
gency before spring arrives.

The omission by the mayor of 
any mention of preparedness for 
emergencies from his otherwise 
fine State of the City address 
came home to roost on Saturday, 
Jan. 23 when we were walloped. 
For a while, the storm was not 
named, like the 1938 hurricane, 
which some of us old-timers re-
call too well.  

We did receive “Red Alerts” 

a rYe 
olDtimer

Judge John Carey

e
timer

Judge John Carey

Was our council prepared for Winter Storm Jonas?
from the Rye Police Depart-
ment, telling us to stay home 
until the storm was over, but 
no one told us where to go if 
our heat or light quit or if our 
food ran out. Apparently, we 
were just supposed to hiber-
nate while waiting for spring’s  
far-off warmth. 

It was not until 10:49 on Sat-
urday morning that any word 
came from City Hall, when the 
new city manager, not the may-
or, sent out an email disclosing, 
in passing, that the name of the 
storm was “Jonas.” He sternly 
warned us not to push snow 
onto any street, not mentioning 
the way city plows push drifts 
back into our newly-shoveled 
driveways. 

The new city manager missed 
an opportunity to say kind and 
helpful words about how to pro-
tect ourselves from the risks 
posed by the extreme weather. 
He could have explained as they 
had in earlier times, that the 
city arranged emergency shel-

ters and simple food for those 
without heat or nourishment. 
He could have set forth practical 
help for those requiring electric-
ity; not just to charge cellphones 
but to activate devices that  
in certain medical situations 
sustain life itself.

The city has at its disposal 
a nonprofit entity based on a 
national model. Its purpose, if 
the City Council cared to use 
it, would be to organize citizen 
participation in dealing with 
emergencies. It is called a citi-
zens’ emergency response team, 
CERT. One member of the 
City Council expressed interest 
weeks ago, so I gave him most 
of my files on the subject. I still 
have the official write-up from 
Washington.

It is high time for decisive  
action from City Hall. 

Note: I served 14 years on the 
City Council, including eight  
as mayor.

coNTacT: j_pcarey@verizon.net 

By sarah varNey
Education Reporter

The Rye anti-drug and alco-
hol coalition ACT will post an 
online survey beginning Feb. 
1 aimed at collecting data on 
parental attitudes and knowl-
edge of their childrens’ drug 
and alcohol habits.  A link to 
the anonymous survey will be 
posted on the Rye City School 
District website, ryeschools.
org, on Feb. 1 and will be avail-
able until Feb. 13.

Beyond gathering data, one 
of the main goals of the survey 
is to start a communitywide 
conversation about drug and 
alcohol use, according Nancy 
Pasquale, a coalition co-found-
er of the Adults and Children 
Together, ACT, anti-drug co-
alition and member of the Rye 
City Board of Education. 

Those behind the survey 
hope it will engage as many 
members of the communi-
ty across as many coalition 
member groups as possible, 
Pasquale said. The coalition 
will use data from the survey 
to pinpoint problems and then 
align the coalition groups best 
suited to address them.

City Councilwoman Julie 
Killian, also a co-founder of 
ACT, echoed how important 
these types of conversations 
are. The coalition grew out of 
parental conversations about 

Online anti-drug coalition survey to debut
drug and alcohol concerns. 

“We had the feeling that 
this was something that we 
might need in our community,” 
Killian said.

The city lags behind several 
neighboring communities in-
cluding Larchmont and Mama-
roneck that have longstanding 
coalitions in their communities. 
In Larchmont, the Responsible 
Action: Drug and Alcohol Re-
source, RADAR, coalition has 
existed for more than 20 years. 
Pasquale pointed out that while 
many organizations in Rye 
have been addressing drug and 
alcohol problems for years, 
their efforts have been operat-
ing “on an individual basis.”

“We are very early in this 
process, as a community,” 
Pasquale said. 

Formed in October 2015, the 
coalition includes representa-

tives from organizations includ-
ing the Rye City Police Depart-
ment, City Council, school dis-
trict, Rye Youth Council, local 
clergy and St. Vincent’s Hospital 
Westchester in Harrison.

During its one-year grant 
period, Rye-ACT will operate 
under the tutelage of the West-
chester Community Coalition, 
a group that oversees and men-
tors drug and alcohol prevention 
groups throughout the county. 
The Westchester Community 
Coalition will provide mentor-
ing services to Rye-ACT and 
act as a fiscal agent for the Rye 
startup. This spring, Rye-ACT 
will apply for a five-year federal 
grant of $175,000 to move the 
group forward. The organiza-
tion already  received a $75,000 
startup grant in September 2015.

coNTacT: sarah@hometwn.com

Opioids-used for pain Depressants-used for 
anxiety/sleep disorders

Stimulants-used for 
ADHD

Prescription Drugs Commonly Abused

Oxymorphone
Hydromorphone
Meperidine
Diphenoxylate
Codeine
Fentanyl
Morphine

Barbiturates
Diazepine
Alprazolam
Clonazepam

Dextroamphetemine
Methylphenidate
Amphetamine

Westchester County munici-
palities, including Rye, are re-
sponsible for polluting coastal 
waters and failing to properly 
maintain sewer infrastructure. 

The lawsuit alleges that both 
the municipalities as well as 
the county are operating in vi-
olation of the Environmental  
Protection Agency’s Clean Wa-
ter Act.

Future initiatives weren’t 
the only topics covered in his 
State of the City address, how-
ever. Also joining the council 
for their first ever City Council 
meeting were newly inaugurat-
ed Democrats Danielle Tagger-
Epstein and Emily Hurd.

Despite the addition of two 
Democrats, Sack said he’s con-
fident that the board’s cohesion 
will remain intact. 

“Members of the council 
have had, and no doubt will 
continue to have, differing 

mayor from page 7

points of view on the substance 
of issues,” he said. “But we 
have been united in supporting 
a process of productively work-
ing through disagreements.”

Tagger-Epstein said that she 
agrees with Sack on the is-
sue of revamping the master  
plan, especially, as it relates to 

developing a green city.
“I was very pleased that he 

mentioned energy efficiency 
and the use of green technol-
ogy,” she said. “We’re making 
steps in the right direction to be 
a 21st century city.”

coNTacT: james@hometwn.com

Some of Rye’s youngest residents gathered to listen to Mayor 
Joe Sack discuss what it means to serve as both a resident and a 
councilmember. Photo/Andrew Dapolite
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The Classifieds • Advertising that gets results
OUR RATES: 

UP TO 4 LINES $42.50  
for 2 weeks minimum.  Each Additional Line $2.00

HOW TO REACH US:
(914) 653-1000 x27  Fax: 653-5000 

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING: 170 Hamilton Ave., Suite 203, White Plains N.Y. 10601

DEADLINE:
Placement, correction or cancellation of an ad may  

be phoned in any time before noon on Monday for publication

auto DonationS
Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, ben-
efiting Make-A-Wish. We offer free towing and 
your donation is 100% tax deductible.  Call 
914-468-4999 Today!

Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes, benefit-
ing Make-A-Wish.  We offer free towing and 
your donation is 100% tax deductible.  Call 
315-400-0797 Today!

DriverS
We want you! To DriveAway our new box 
trucks to customers nationwide. Will Train. 
No CDL Required. Next day pay! Please call 
(574)213-8277

help WanteD
Can You Dig It? Heavy Equipment Operator 
Career! We Offer Training and Certifications 
Running Bulldozers, Backhoes and Excavators.
Lifetime Job Placement. VA Benefits Eligible! 
1-866-362-6497

NEW YEAR, NEW AIRLINE CAREERS  ñGet 
trained as FAA certified Aviation Technician. 
Financial aid for qualified students. Job place-
ment assistance. Overnight classes available. 
Call AIM 866-296-7093

lanD for Sale
R E POS S ES S E D LAN D BAR GAI N S ! 
Cooperstown Lakes Region & Catskil l 
Mountains! 5 acres- $19,900. 11 acres- 
$39,900 Streams, lake access, mountain 
views! Clear title, fully guaranteed transac-
tion! Owner financing! Call 888-905-8847. 
NewYorkLandandLakes.com

miScellaneouS
SAWMILLS from only $4397.00- MAKE & 
SAVE MONEY with your own bandmill- Cut 
lumber any dimension. In stock ready to ship! 
FREE Info/DVD:† www.NorwoodSawmills.com 
1-800-578-1363 Ext.300N

WanteD
CASH for Coins! Buying Gold & Silver. Also 
Stamps & Paper Money, Comics, Entire 
Collections, Estates. Travel to your home. Call 
Marc in NY: 1-800-959-3419

$ TOP CASH PAID $
Complete Contents + Al l  Antiques & 
Collectibles Furn, Lamps, Sterling, Jewelry, 
Watches, Coins, Record Collections, Coins,  
Old Baseball Items. Comics, Books, Music.  
Over 25 yrs. buying & selling exp. Call J. Geller 
914-275-6611 or email gellerent@aol.com

legal noticeS
Notice of Formation of 403A LLC. Arts. Of 
Org. filed with Secy. of State of NY (SSNY) on 
1/7/2016. Office location: Westchester County. 
SSNY designated as agent of LLC upon whom 
process against it may be served.  SSNY shall 
mail process to: The LLC, 2 Green Acres Drive, 
Rye, NY 10580.  Purpose: any lawful activity.

Notice of Formation of J Black Advisory, LLC. 
Arts of Org. filed with NY Secy of State (SSNY) 
on 11/30/15. Office location: Westchester 
County.SSNY is designated as agent of LLC 
upon whom process against it may be served. 
SSNY shall mail process to: 534 Harrison 
Ave., Harrison, NY 10528. Purpose: any law-
ful activity.

@ryecityreview

Follow us on

Twitter
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rhYmeS 
With craZY

Lenore Skenazy

meS 
ZY

Lenore Skenazy

A tutorial on Starbucks-speak nonsense
chine. (Didn’t ristretto start out 
by making a boy out of wood? 
Or am I confused?)

Anyway, after all this, the ad 
explained as if to a dim bulb, 
“Latte Macchiato: Foamed milk 
marked with espresso makes 
it intensely bold,” and a “Flat 
White,” which is—as you’ll im-
mediately recall—sweet ristretto 
espresso finished with blah blah 
blah is “rich and velvety.”

Never mind that the pictures 
of these two ostensibly polar 
opposite drinks look about as 
dissimilar as those “spot the dif-
ference” puzzles, which perhaps 
explains why the ad is driving 
me to drink something stronger 
than a latte macchiato. (Or was 
it a caffé latte?) What I mean 
is: I’m drinking grain alcohol 
mixed with YooHoo. 

You see, here’s a company 
that already asks us to fork over 
all our cash previously reserved 
for necessities like medicine and 
HBO just to drink some scorched 
caffeine in a pseudo-chatty place 
where everyone is actually on their 
phone, staring at their laptops and 
hogging the seat across from them. 

And now, for us not to sound 
like idiots there—”I’d like a cof-
fee with milk, please”—we have 
to study gradations between cof-
fee drinks that are more subtle than 
the ones between flatworms and 
tapeworms. (Do NOT look these 
up! Or at least, do not click on 
“Images.”) 

Starbucks has already amused 
itself by training us to say “tall” 
when we mean “small”—tall 
being the second smallest cup 

of coffee you can get without 
whittling yourself a mug on the 
spot. And some marketing exec 
earned her wings by convinc-
ing us that “grande” and “venti” 
are the two most sophisticated 
words in the world, even though 
these really mean “I am a grand 
baboon” and “Excuse me. My 
vent is open.”

Other Starbucks words that 
you might not realize have direct 
English translations are:

Caffé Espresso Frappucino: 
Milkshake

Vanilla Frappucino: Vanilla 
Milkshake

Caramel Flan Frappucino:
Gloppy Milkshake

Caramel Ribbon Crunch 
Frappucino: Crunchy Milkshake

Double Chocolaty Chip
Frappucino: Shameless 

Milk-shake 
Hazelnut Frappucino: 

Milkshake for High Income 
Squirrels 

Shaken Sweet Tea: Tea with 
sugar. Duh. And someone who 
isn’t you got paid (and gets 
health care, too!) to shake it. 

Caffé Americano: Coffee. 
Like the stuff you get at the do-
nut cart for a dollar without hav-
ing to learn a new language, or 
inquire as to how artisanal the 
cart guy plans to dissolve your 
sugar. 

And with the extra $4 you 
save, you can buy several hand-
twisted, cane sugar-dipped 
inzuppare ciambellas.

You know, glazed donuts. 

coNTacT: lskenazy@yahoo.com

Please pay attention. There 
will be a quiz.

Starbucks recently took out a 
two-page, fold-out, super-slick 
ad in The New Yorker to educate 
us benighted, Folgers-swilling 
plebes on “The Art of Espresso 
and Milk.” 

Using a chart only slightly less 
complex than the periodic table of 
the elements (for instance, it did 
not list barium or neptunium), it 
showed a sort of timeline of cof-
fee concoctions, starting with:

Doppio: Two shots of espres-
so. Straight.

Latte Macchito: Foamed wh-
ole milk marked with shots of 
espresso. 

Flat White: Sweet ristretto es-
presso shots finished with whole 
steamed milk.

Cappuccino: A shot of espres-
so topped with a deep layer of 
foamed milk. 

And, but of course: 
Caffé Latte: A shot of espres-

so in steamed milk lightly topped 
with foam.

Got that? 
OK, quick: Which drink du- 

mps a shot of espresso into a cup 
of foamed barium?

Ah, just yankin’ your chain. 
That’s at Dunkin’ Donuts. As 
for the Starbucks chart, I didn’t 
even give you all the concoc-
tions on the list to prevent your 
head from exploding like an 
overheated doppio ristretto ma-

Breaking the school-to-prison pipeline internationally
Children should have the lati-

tude to make mistakes and to 
learn and grow from them. It’s 
part of the growing up process. 
Yet, when many at-risk youth 
break the law, rather than leniency 
and understanding, they end up 
incarcerated and learn life’s les-
sons from those hardened circum-
stances. A cycle of jail begins. 

It’s not just happening in the 
U.S., but also globally. A contin-
gent representing ANDRUS and 
its Sanctuary Institute headed to 
Trinidad to learn what others are 
doing in the new year to address 
the growing problem—and to see 
how ANDRUS could help.

Sarah Yanosy, director of AN-
DRUS Sanctuary Institute, and 
Joe Benamati, coordinator of the 
New York Department of Juvenile 
Justice Consortium for ANDRUS, 
headed to Trinidad’s capital, Port 
of Spain. While there, they met 
with leaders from the 159-year-
old St. Mary’s Children’s Home, 
who are renovating and redesign-
ing their antiquated residence. The 
Trinidadian staff is looking to in-
corporate the Sanctuary approach 
as a way to enhance the care the or-
phanage is providing to the young 
people in their program. After a 
tour and giving a presentation, the 
ANDRUS team promised support 
for St. Mary’s efforts.

The following day, Yanosy and 
Benamati joined ANDRUS presi-
dent and CEO, Bryan R. Murphy, 
at a planning committee led by 
the Archbishop of Trinidad, Jo-
seph Harris. This committee is 
planning to build an alternative to 
incarceration program for youth 
who have been arrested for the 
first time. 

The concept is that they will 
serve young men and young 
women, with the expectation 
that some of the women may 
not be offenders, but will have 
been trafficked. The youth will 
be court-ordered to this treatment 
program—rather than to a correc-
tions facility. Their court records 
then would be expunged after 
completion. The committee is 
hoping to stop the pipeline to pris-
on for these youth by providing 
intervention at the point of first 
offense. They have worked with 
an architect to design the campus, 
and based on the blueprints, it is 
really impressive.

Trauma exposure can impact 
young people in the juvenile jus-
tice and child welfare systems 
and equally impact the very agen-
cies and systems that exist to help 

From left, Joe Benamati, coordinator, New York Department of Juvenile 
Justice Consortium, ANDRUS; Sarah Yanosy, director, ANDRUS 
Sanctuary Institute; Joseph Harris, Archbishop of Trinidad; and Bryan R. 
Murphy, president and CEO, ANDRUS. Contributed photo

them. Yanosy explains how the 
Sanctuary approach can help. 
“When staff members trained in 
Sanctuary are taught how to rec-
ognize the systemic symptoms 
of trauma among and between 
their colleagues, their agencies 
and the system as a whole, they 
can actively intervene to create 
a child welfare culture that pro-
motes healing rather than one that 
simply replicates the traumatic 
experiences these children have 
endured in the past,” she said. “In-
tervention can happen way before 
the court and child welfare sys-
tems are involved—for instance, 
school personnel can be trained as 
well as community support staff. 
The only way to break the cycle 
is to intercede before trauma can 
become entrenched.”

According to the ACLU, the 
school-to-prison pipeline in the 
United States reflects the prioriti-
zation of incarceration over edu-
cation and is facilitated by several 
factors:

• Failing public schools: Over-
crowded classrooms, a lack of 
qualified teachers and insuffi-
cient funding for “extras” such as 
counselors, special education ser-
vices and even textbooks lock stu-
dents into second-rate educational 
environments. 

• Zero-tolerance and other 
school discipline: Lacking re-
sources, facing incentives to push 
out low-performing students and 
responding to a handful of high-
ly-publicized school shootings, 
schools have embraced zero-
tolerance policies that automati-
cally impose severe punishment 
regardless of circumstances.

• Policing school hallways: 
Growing numbers of districts 
employ school resource officers 
to patrol school hallways, of-
ten with little or no training in 
working with youth. As a result, 
children are far more likely to be 
subject to school-based arrests—
the majority of which are for non-
violent offenses, such as disrup-
tive behavior—than they were a  
generation ago.

• Court involvement and ju-
venile detention: Students who 
commit minor offenses may end 
up in secured detention if they 
violate boilerplate probation con-
ditions prohibiting them from ac-
tivities like missing school or dis-
obeying teachers.

One of the most important 
outcomes for juvenile justice—
and one of the most difficult to 
attain—has been to decrease re-
offending and re-incarceration. 
Sanctuary breaks the cycle.

The Sanctuary approach as-
sumes successful reintegration 
into a community begins at ad-
mission to the facility, therefore 
the challenge is to engage youth 
in recovery from trauma and to 
help him or her envision a new 
future. Building an attachment to 
the program and the staff as well 
as the building skills are the pri-
mary vehicles for rehabilitation. 
Likewise, the idea that facility 
staff are working towards a greater 
good than simply housing a youth 
go a long way in impressing upon 
the youth the skills of citizenship 
and relationship building post-
placement. According to Yanosy, 
the ANDRUS Sanctuary has seen 
progress in more than 50 juvenile 
justice programs adopting this phi-
losophy across New York, Texas, 
Pennsylvania and Colorado. 

Serving Westchester County 
from 14 locations, ANDRUS’ 
main site is a 107-acre campus in 
north Yonkers, where the agency 
offers residential and day treat-
ment for children from the New 
York metropolitan area and be-
yond. ANDRUS also operates 
a breadth of community mental 
health services, the ANDRUS 
Early Learning Center, the AN-
DRUS Center for Learning and 
Innovation and the Sanctuary 
Institute, which have provided 
training and consultation to more 
than 300 organizations worldwide 
in the use of a trauma-sensitive 
model for treatment and organi-
zational change. For more infor-
mation, visit ANDRUS1928.org. 
(Submitted)
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The latest Athlete of the 
Week is Julia Donovan, a se-
nior on the girls’ track team. 
Donovan, a highly versa-
tile middle distance runner, 
just completed the Section 
1 League Meet where she 
competed on the winning 
4x8 relay team and finished 
third in the 600-meter. 

Track coach John McGee 
sees and appreciates the hard 
work that Donovan puts in 
for the team. He noted that 
her efforts have paid off 
particularly well in the past 
few weeks. Additionally, he 
believes that she is a valu-
able asset to the team and “a 

very good role model for the 
younger members.”

Teammate and close 
friend Ally Murphy agreed, 
adding that she finds Dono-
van to be a consistently posi-
tive and encouraging force, 
and that she is always cheer-
ing on her teammates at 
meets and helping out in any 
way she can at practice. 

“Julia is a great person to 
have on our team,” Murphy 
said.

In addition to running 
track, Donovan is also a 
member of the girls varsity 
soccer team. When not on the 
soccer field or running track, 
Julia is hitting the books. She 
is a National Merit semifi-
nalist, a member of the Na-

Julia Donovan

tional Honor Society, on the 
High Honor Roll, and has 
received a Book Award from 
The University of Chicago. 
Last summer, Donovan vol-
unteered at a children’s cere-
bral palsy lab at Burke Reha-
bilitation, where she helped 
with therapies and analyzing 
EEGs and MRIs.

If I may offer a little unso-
licited advice for some of our 
younger readers, especially in 
light of this past weekend’s bliz-
zard, it’s this: Enjoy your snow 
days while you can. 

Once you get a little bit old-
er, they can be a real pain in the 
neck—and just about every-
where else.

There are few things more ex-
citing for a child than the prom-
ise of a snow day. For a lot of 
us, winter weather, especially 
when coupled with a school 
closure, was just about the pin-
nacle of childhood. From the 
initial euphoria of waking up 
to a snow-covered landscape 
to bundling up and trudging 
outside to meet the day, it al-
ways seemed like the day was 
ours. Whether we decided to go 
sledding, play an epic game of 
tackle football in the unplowed 

Let it snow?
streets, or simply pelt passing 
motorists with snowballs (Edi-
tor’s note: this is not a recom-
mended snow day activity), the 
only rule was that we could go 
outside for the day, and had to 
be back by sundown. 

This weekend, I didn’t play 
any football, I didn’t build an 
ice fortress, and I certainly didn’t 
wing any snowballs at those 
lucky enough to have a four-
wheel drive.

What I did do, however, was 
shovel. A lot. 

I shoveled out my car in the 
morning. I shoveled my par-
ents’ driveway. I headed down 
to Pelham to shovel my grand-
father’s old house. Then I shov-
eled again after the snowplows 
barreled down the street and 
left a 2-foot high deposit of ice 
and slush right in the area I’d 
just cleared.

By the time I finally got home 
and settled in for the second half 
of the Broncos-Patriots game, I 
was toast. I think I caught maybe 
two possessions before I closed 

my eyes and didn’t open them 
until Cam Newton and the Pan-
thers were putting the finishing 
touches on a blowout win over 
the Cardinals in the late game. 

I don’t know if it’s because of 
the shoveling or the prolonged 
couch nap I took, but I came into 
work on Monday walking like 
an 89-year-old man. 

But as miserable as I was this 
weekend, it was still hearten-
ing to see kids experiencing the 
snow the way I used to. Sure, I 
wish I had come across a rov-
ing band of helpful shovelers at 
some point in the day, but watch-
ing neighborhood youngsters 
stomping around in the streets 
with sleds in tow was a welcome 
respite from the drudgeries of 
snow removal. 

I’d give just about anything to 
have a no-responsibilities snow 
day again. 

But honestly, I’d settle for a 
snowblower.

Follow Mike on Twitter  
@LiveMike_Sports

Snow days used to be fun for Sports Editor Mike Smith. Now, they’re just filled with responsibilities, like 
shoveling the driveway. Photo/Mike Smith
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If Rye’s hockey team has 
proved anything this winter, 
it’s that the Garnets are tough 
to keep down. On Monday, Jan. 
26, Rye overcame an early defi-
cit against Byram Hills, rally-
ing to top the Bobcats 5-4 at the 
Playland Ice Casino. According 
to head coach Peter Thomas, 
that sort of effort has been par 
for the course lately. 

Byram Hills drew first blood 
just 5:34 into the first period 
when Ethan Behar found the 
net on a penalty shot. But Rye 
roared back to life, led by two 
straight goals from Will Hyn-
son and another from Tommy 
O’Brien to take a 3-1 lead. A 
late power play goal from the 
Bobcats cut away at the cush-
ion, but the Garnets went into 
the first intermission pleased 
with their play. 

“Will’s play really gave 
us a confidence boost there,” 
Thomas said. “I think we re-
ally pressed them in the first 
period, outshot them 13-4, but 
they scored on that call against 
us, and it could have been  
deflating.” 

Holding onto the lead, Hyn-
son and O’Brien both finished 
with two goals and an assist and 
Owen Beyer scored the other, as 
the Garnets staved off a charge 
by a surging Bobcats team that 
came into the contest having 
won eight of its last nine games. 

“We talked about that before 
the game; Byram Hills has been 
playing some good hockey as of 
late,” Thomas said. “They have 
some kids who can hurt you so 
we didn’t want to take anything 
for granted.”

But if the Bobcats came into 
Monday’s game on a hot streak, 
the path has been consider-
ably tougher for the Garnets 
who had lost four of their last 
five—all losses to top teams. 
Yet even in defeat, Thomas has 
seen a tremendous amount of 
toughness in his skaters, best 
evidenced by a wild 7-4 loss  
to Pelham last week, in which 
the Garnets climbed out of a 
four-goal hole to put a scare 
into the No. 6-ranked team  
in New York state.

“One of the things we’ve 
stressed is mental toughness 

Garnets rally past Bobcats 5-4

and perseverance,” the coach 
said. “And we’ve seen it all year, 
especially in that Pelham game 
where a lot of teams would have 
just given up.”

The schedule doesn’t get 
much easier for the 6-7 Garnets 
however, as they end the regu-

lar season with a tough stretch 
against reigning section champs 
Scarsdale, crosstown rival Rye 
Country Day, and Iona and 
Fordham preps before traveling 
upstate to play Salmon River 
and Norwood-Norfolk before 
the Section I playoffs start.

“This is where we need to 
make our push and really focus 
on playing three full periods,” 
Thomas said. “I feel like main-
taining that focus is going to be 
big for us.”

coNTacT: sports@hometwn.com

Mac McGovern collects the puck behind the net against a Bobcat. 

Owen Beyer pushes past the blue line. Beyer had one goal in the Garnets’ win.

Alex Ruggiero pokes the puck away from a Byram Hills player on Jan. 
26. Rye topped the Bobcats 5-4.

Will Hynson takes a shot on Jan. 26. Hynson’s two first-period goals helped Rye overcome an early deficit 
against Byram Hills. Photos/Mike Smith
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