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of the approximately $20 million 
in capital projects outlined in the 
original agreement signed be-
tween Standard and the county. 
County Executive Rob Astorino, 
a Republican, agreed to the deal 
that would call for the county to 
foot the bill for the $58 million.

Additionally, it will see an 
increase of $5 million invested 
on the part of Standard, putting 
their overall investment at $30 
million.

“The idea of a public-private 
partnership for Playland was to 
revitalize the park,” said county 
Legislator Catherine Parker, a 

Rye Democrat, regarding the 
new agreement that entails $58 
million in taxpayer-funded capi-
tal projects, “not to further bur-
den the taxpayer with massive 
new debt without a chance to 
reap the rewards.”

Despite such unanticipated 
increases, on March 7, during a 
joint meeting between the legis-
lators’ infrastructure, budget and 
parks subcommittees, Deputy 
County Executive Kevin Plun-
kett, a Republican, painted the 
newest agreement as a win for 
taxpayers.

“This park needs an injection 

of capital,” said Plunkett during 
Monday’s meeting. 

Although the current agree-
ment ironed out by the admin-
istration would put the county 
on the line for $58 million, Ned 
McCormack, the communica-
tions director for the county ex-
ecutive’s office, said that the fi-
nal deal—which the full county 
Board of Legislators must ap-
prove by March 31—may in-
clude a different figure.

“What are the projects on the 
critical path to completion?” 
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playland continued on page 10

Madeline Eck drives past a 
Saugerties defender in Rye’s 
March 1 win over the Sawyers. 
Last week, the Garnets won  
two games in convincing 
fashion to advance to the  
Class A state semifinals.  
For coverage, see page 15. 
Photo/Mike Smith

Board of Legislators concerned with Playland funding
By JaMes peRO

Staff Writer

An amended agreement be-
tween Westchester County and 
the management company Stan-
dard Amusements, designed to 
eventually transfer ownership 
of county-owned Rye Playland, 
is drawing scrutiny after what 
some county legislators have 
deemed an undue burden on tax-
payers.  

The newest agreement, which 
was introduced to the county 
Board of Legislators in February, 
marks nearly a threefold increase 

to Sayegh, she has been listen-
ing to people’s issues and gain-
ing a better understanding of 
the district. 

“Julie is trying to understand 
all of the concerns and slowly 
we’ll be rolling out some of the 
solutions to those problems,” 
said Sayegh, adding that as far as 
a platform, it’s still too early for 
Killian to start talking specifics. 

But the analyst said, based on 
her record of service, Killian 
is viewed as a problem solver. 
“She knows how to build con-
sensus, she’s worked across 
the aisle [and] she has been a 
thoughtful leader in the realm 
of public policy,” he said.  

Killian, 54, has been a mem-
ber of the Westchester County 
Charter Revision Commission, 
a group established to recom-
mend changes to the county 
charter, as well as New York-
ers for Growth, a PAC that pro-
motes fiscally responsible poli-
cies in the state. 

In Rye, she has served on the 
city Finance Committee, been a 
volunteer in the Rye school dis-
trict, and a supporter of the Rye 

By CHRIstIan FalCOne
Editor-in-Chief

Julie Killian, a city of Rye 
councilwoman, will try to 
do what no other Republican 
has been able to: beat George  
Latimer. 

Killian announced that she pl- 
ans to seek the New York state 
Senate seat for the 37th District 
currently occupied by Latimer, 
a Democrat, at a Rye City Re-
publican Committee meeting 
last month, the Review has 
learned. She is in her first full 
term on the Rye City Council 
and earlier this year was ap-
pointed deputy mayor. Killian, 
a mother of five, first joined the 
council in 2012 after being ap-
pointed to the seat following a 
vacancy.

Tony Sayegh, a political ana-
lyst for Fox News and News12 
Westchester, said the 37th Dis-
trict, which stretches from the 
city of Yonkers north to the 
town of Bedford, is one of the 
Senate’s very few true swing 
districts in the state, meaning 
that either political party could 
wrestle control in a given elec-
tion cycle. “It really requires 
somebody who is independent 
in some respects,” he said, add-
ing that it’s also a very diverse 
district. 

Sayegh, also a Republican 
strategist, has already been 
retained by the Killian camp 
as she prepares to officially 
launch her candidacy with an 
announcement expected on Fri-
day, after press time. According 

Killian plans to challenge  
Latimer for state Senate
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By saRaH vaRney
Education Reporter

Rye High School will offer a 
web journalism class for the first 
time with the start of the 2016-
2017 school year. 

The proposed curriculum for 
the class was presented at the 
Feb. 23 Rye City School District 
Board of Education meeting and 
an approval of the curriculum will 
likely come later this month. 

The class for 11th- and 12th-
grade students will be dedicated 
to producing a daily digital news-
letter accessible through its own 
website. The site will also have a 
link on the district’s home page at 
ryeschools.org.

High school art teacher An-
thony Campbell, who will teach 
the class, said the idea for it came 
from the Columbia Scholastic 
Press Association conference 
held last spring in New York City. 
The conference offers classes and 
forums to teachers and students 
active in yearbook, newspaper 
and digital publishing where they 
can learn about issues, trends and 
digital technology.

Student interest in taking web 
journalism has been strong, ac-
cording to Dr. Betty Ann Wyks, 
the school district’s assistant su-
perintendent for curriculum and 
instruction. 

Campbell currently teaches 
the yearbook class, along with 
digital photography and other art 
classes. In total, 75 sophomores 
and seniors are interested in the 
web journalism class, according 
to school district officials.

“It will probably work out with 
30 students in web journalism and 

Rye High web journalism class to launch

30 students in yearbook class,” 
Campbell said. Taking both class-
es at the same time isn’t feasible, 
due to the amount of work neces-
sary for each one, he added. 

During the course of the jour-
nalism class, students will learn 
how to build a web template, edit 
pictures and write and edit the 
content. The class will meet first 
thing in the morning so the digital 
newsletter, which will be named 
by the students, can be posted 
each morning around 8 a.m. and 
then updated throughout the day. 

Campbell predicts that it will 
take at least the first month of 
classes to set up the site. “I want 
the first class to have a real sense 

Anthony Campbell is in his ninth 
year teaching art at Rye High 
School. He expects to use the 
same two-year model he uses 
with his yearbook class for his 
web journalism course, which 
is set to launch in September. 
Eleventh-graders act as staff and 
seniors act as editors. 
Photo courtesy Lifetouch 
Photography

of ownership over the site,” he 
said. He plans to stagger the 
skill segments that the students 
will need to run the site over the 
course of the academic year. 

These skills will include pho-
tography, caption writing, docu-
mentary storytelling, feature writ-
ing and video editing. 

“All of the photos and videos 
will be shot with iPhones, iPads 
and SLR cameras,” the teacher 
said. The district encourages stu-
dents to bring their own devices to 
school to obviate the purchase of 
additional equipment and to ease 
web access. 

Rye High School Principal Pa-
tricia Taylor said she’s looking 
forward to having an additional 
way to share news with students. 
“The site will offer students a ve-
hicle to be informed about school 
activities, news and upcoming 
opportunities using the technol-
ogy they’re already comfortable 
with,” Taylor said.  

Campbell foresees the web 
journalism class sequence mim-
icking the yearbook class. Stu-
dents in 11th grade will act as 
staff members and will advance 
to editing and teaching roles as 
seniors. 

Without adopting that model, it 
would be difficult to get the daily 
news site up and running from the 
beginning of the following school 
year in September 2017, he noted. 

Campbell has high hopes for 
the daily content that the students 
will deliver.

“I see this as becoming a re-
source that the kids really depend 
on,” he said.

COntaCt: sarah@hometwn.com

St. Patrick’s Day parades around Westchester

No matter where you reside in Westchester, there are numerous events  
throughout the county for you to enjoy the St. Patrick’s Day festivities.  

EastchEstEr/BronxvillE/ 
tuckahoE

Sunday, March 13 at 3 p.m.
Steps off from Immaculate Conception School on 
North Main Street, ends at Lake Isle Country Club

Info: eastchesterirish.org/st-patrick-s-day-parade

Mahopac
Sunday, March 13 at 2 p.m.

Steps off from Route 6 and Mount Hope  
Road, ends at Knights of Columbus

Info: saintpatricksdayparade.net

MaMaronEck 
Sunday, March 20 at 1:30 p.m.

Info: soundshoreparade.com

WhitE plains
Saturday, March 12 at noon

Steps off from Livingston and  
Mamaroneck avenues, ends at City Hall

Info: whiteplainssaintpatricksday.com

YonkErs
Saturday, March 19 at 1 p.m.

Steps off from Hyatt and McLean Avenue, ends 
at McLean Avenue and McCollum Place 

Info: yonkersstpatricksparade.org
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What’s going on...

1 on Boston Post Road in Rye. Help relocate the 
praying mantis egg cases prior to field mowing. 
For more information about this workshop, call 
835-4466. 

Sounds and Swells of the Salt Marsh
On Sunday, March 20 from 2 p.m. to 3:30 p.m. 

at the Marshlands Conservancy, located at Route 
1 on Boston Post Road in Rye. Enjoy a hike to 
the salt marsh to enjoy the tidal effects as spring 
approaches and learn about the importance of this 
habitat to health of the Long Island Sound ecosys-
tem. For more information, call 835-4466. 

RYE YMCA
Yotailates

Yotailates is a free, gen-
tle, senior-oriented, one-
hour chair exercise class 
that combines stretch and 
flex moves from yoga, 
tai chi, Pilates and more, 
including light weights, 
breathing exercises and meditation techniques 
taught by a certified Rye YMCA instructor every 
Monday and Friday at 2 p.m. and Wednesdays 
at 11 a.m. in the Y Yoga Studio at Wainwright 
House, 250 Stuyvesant Ave. in Rye. Other free Y 
senior-accented Wainwright House classes offered 
throughout the week include faster-paced 45-min-
ute Limbercise classes on Tuesdays and Thurs-
days and Zumba Gold toning on Fridays, all at 1 
p.m. For further information, call Rye YMCA at 
967-6363.

Congregation Emanu-El  
of Westchester

Young families’ Purim celebration 
On Saturday, March 19 from 9:30 a.m. to 11:30 

a.m. Celebrate Purim with your children through 
story, song, snacks, crafts and a brief, joyful Shab-
bat morning service. In the spirit of the holiday, 
parents are invited to enjoy mimosas (nonalcohol-
ic options are available, too) while their kids spin 
groggers to make some joyful noise. Admission 
is free and open to the community. For children 6 
months old to second grade. Please bring a new, 
unwrapped container of chewable children’s mul-
tivitamins to donate to Afya. 

The Congregation Emanu-El of Westchester 
is located at 2125 E. Westchester Ave. in Rye. 
For more information, call 967-4382 ext. 21. To 
RSVP, email Jane Dubro at jdubro@congregatio-
nemanuel.org.

Rye TV

Kent Iarocci has a telecast Aids and Down Syn-
drome on Rye TV. It is educational and informa-
tive. Visit ryetv.org for schedule listing.

Gadgets Science Fun Club
On Friday, March 18 from 4 p.m. to 5 p.m. in 

the Meeting Room. For grades three to five. Space 
is limited. Online pre-registration is required and 
begins Friday, March 11. Science Fun Club offers 
children a chance to engage in hands-on, inquiry-
based experiments. In this one-hour club, partici-
pants will focus on a different S.T.E.M. activity 
each month with handouts to follow up at home. 
Through this program, children will begin to see 
that science, technology, engineering and math can 
be fun.

Rye Recreation

For more information on these programs and 
registration, visit ryeny.gov/recreation.cfm. Rye 
Recreation is located at 281 Midland Ave. in 
Rye and can be reached at 967-2535. The hot-
line for program information and cancellations is 
390-1379.

Rye youth soccer registration
Online registration is open at ryeyouthsoccer.

org for spring intramural soccer for boys and girls 
in grades K-5. The season will begin Saturday, 
April 30 and ends Saturday, June 18. Complete 
details on dates and times of the program can be 
found on the website. If you have any questions, 
contact Patti Adimari, registrar, at pattirys@opton-
line.net or 967-5273. Scholarships are available 
upon request. Please note that coaches should also 
register to coach in their online account. 

Summer camp registration 
Rye Recreation summer camp registration for 

residents will open soon. Registrations for Kiddy 
Camp, Lower Camp and Upper Camp are ongo-
ing, and registration for Camp 78 will open on 
Tuesday, March 15 at 10 a.m. Parents requesting 
financial assistance or a special payment plan must 
register in person. Registration for nonresidents 
opens on May 5 at 10 a.m. For more information, 
call 967-2535 or email registration@ryeny.gov.

Golf camp with TGA
From Monday, March 21 to Wednesday, March 

23 from 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. at the Osborn 
Gym. TGA Premier Junior Golf is bringing the 
golf course to you. Children in grades K-5 will 
play games while learning fundamentals, ad-
vanced techniques, rules, etiquette, and gain an un-
derstanding of all parts of the golf course. Tee it up 
with TGA and see how much fun playing golf can 
be. All equipment supplied. Returning students 
will advance to upper level skills. Fee is $200 for 
residents and $225 for nonresidents. 

Park activities
Build Your Own Beneficial Bug Hotel
On Saturday March 19 from 1 p.m. to 2:30 p.m. 

at the Read Wildlife Sanctuary in Playland Park in 
Rye. Learn how to help keep your gardens and wild-
flowers thriving by creating your own bug hotel. For 
more information about this event, call 967-8720. 

Volunteer work project
 On Saturday March 19 from 1 p.m. to 3 p.m. 

at the Marshlands Conservancy, located at Route 

Your Health with Dr. Waples:  
Hormones and Autoimmunity

On Thursday, March 17 from 11 a.m. to 12:30 
p.m. in the Meeting Room. Hormones play a huge 
role in immunity and a properly functioning im-
mune system. Autoimmunity has been increasing 
exponentially in the past decade and hormones are 
playing a huge role in this rise. This informational 
talk will discuss the latest in hormone research 
and assessment and the links to autoimmunity. If 
you know someone who has an autoimmune con-
dition or have personal experience, this is the talk 
for you.

The Serious Side of Food
On Thursday, March 17 from 6:30 p.m. to 8 

p.m. in the Meeting Room. Join scholar Laura 
Inman for a discussion on the modern industrial 
agriculture complex. Discover the process of pro-
ducing products for your palate, the ramifications 
of modern diet trends, and the sustainability of 
sustenance. 

This month’s featured title in this series of food 
sessions is “Food Politics” by Marion Nestle. Cop-
ies of the titles will be available at the library a 
month prior to the discussion dates. The next dis-
cussion will be on April 14, with Frances Moore 
Lappe’s “Diet for a Small Planet.” See the refer-
ence librarian or email reference@ryelibrary.org 
for more information. These adult reading and 
discussion programs are made possible by a grant 
from The New York Council for the Humanities. 

Visit ryelibrary.org for more information on 
these and other events and programs.

RAISE discussion on anxiety
On Tuesday, March 15 from 9:30 a.m. to noon 

in the Meeting Room. Rye All Inclusive Special 
Education, RAISE, will host Dr. Lata McGinn, of 
Cognitive and Behavioral Consultants in White 
Plains, who will discuss children and anxiety. 

Understanding Medicare
On Tuesday, March 15 from 11 a.m. to noon in 

the Ogden Nash Room. Paul Jeffery, insurance and 
retirement representative and IRS registered tax re-
turn preparer, will present “How Medicare Works 
and How to Adjust Coverage to Better Fit Your 
Needs.” He will explain when to join or change 
your plan, options for more coverage, Medicare 
supplement (Medigap) and Medicare Advantage 
plans, as well as the differences between HMO, 
PPO, PFFS, SNP and MSA.  

Rye Free Reading Room events

Deadline for our What’s Going On  
section is every Thursday at noon. Though 

space is not guaranteed, we will do our best 
to accommodate your listing. Please send all 

items to news@hometwn.com.
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By anGela JORdan
Staff Writer

A memorandum of agree-
ment was reached between the 
Rye firefighter’s union and the 
city of Rye last week, and a new 
contract has replaced the pre-
vious one which expired at the  
end of 2009. 

The new contract, however, 
is retroactive to Jan. 1, 2010 
and runs through Dec. 31, 2015, 
meaning that the 17 paid fire-
fighters are still working under 
an expired contract as of 2016.

The contract includes steady, 
retroactive raises of 1.25 percent 
biannually between 2010 and 
2015, and 2.25 percent raises per 
year between 2011 and 2014.

“There were ongoing negotia-
tions for a long time and meet-
ings going back and forth, lots of 
mediation,” said City Manager 

Contract with fire union settled after 6 years
Marcus Serrano. “It was a long 
process.”

According to Serrano, health 
care contributions were a con-
tentious issue at the bargaining 
table, because the city is paying 
for not just the 17 active firefight-
ers, but also for approximately 
17 retirees.

Under the previous contract, 
firefighters did not pay any-
thing toward their health care, 
but under the new contract, they 
will now pay up to 25 percent 
of health care premiums. How-
ever, no one hired before Dec. 
31, 2015 will pay more than  
4 percent of their income toward 
their health insurance, and no 
one hired after that date will pay 
more than 9.5 percent of their in-
come toward their insurance. 

However, the agreement also 
stipulates that now, if a Rye fire-
fighter dies in the line of duty, the 

city will continue to provide full 
health insurance for the firefight-
er’s spouse and minor children, 
if health care cannot be obtained 
from another source. Rye Mayor 
Joe Sack, a Republican, said that 
the agreement is good for both 
the firefighters and taxpayers of 
Rye.

“For now, we are in a good 
place,” Sack said. “Going for-
ward, we will be focusing on re-
tiree health insurance, which is 
a significant cost and issue to be 
addressed.”

Serrano said that the city is 
currently not in negotiations with 
the fire union for a new contract 
to cover 2016 and onward.  

John Castlehano, the fire 
union president for Rye, could 
not be reached for comment as of 
press time.

COntaCt: angela@hometwn.com

A settlement was reached between the city of Rye and the Rye Fire Department, Local 2029, that spans 
2010-2015, providing the union with retroactive raises and changes to their health coverage. File photo
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By sIBylla CHIpaZIwa
Editorial Assistant 

The Business Council of 
Westchester took advantage 
of improved relations between 
the U.S. and Cuba by sending a 
group of members and guests off 
to the country for a six-day cul-
ture trip in February. 

Marsha Gordon, president and 
CEO of the BCW, was one of 28 
council members and guests who 
traveled to Cuba. “The purpose 
of a people-to-people exchange 

Business council  
visits Cuba

is to really see what is going on 
in [a foreign] community,” Gor-
don told the Review, adding that 
it was not a business or trade 
trip, rather an opportunity for the 
BCW to see Cuba during such a 
unique time in its history.

It had been more than 50 years 
since U.S. citizens were able to 
visit Cuba due to government 
and economic sanctions placed 
on the country.

The six-day trip included 
tours of Havana and Old Havana, 
an American antique car ride and 

visits to the Arte Corte Com-
munity Project, the Muraleando 
Community Project and a local 
tobacco farm and cigar plant.

Gordon called the trip an eye-
opener in terms of being exposed 
to Cuba’s culture and history and 
the community-oriented projects 
that the group visited. 

One such project they learned 
about was The Arte Corte proj-
ect. The project is a hairdressing 
salon that also features a school 
for barbers run out of someone’s 
home, with tools and memora-

bilia collected over the years. 
The money the salon raises goes 
toward helping to build a play-
ground for children and to help a 
local senior citizen center. 

“They are training people to 
become barbers, including four 
deaf people, which I though was 
amazing,” Gordon said. 

The Muraleando Community 
Project, started by two Cuban 
artists in a Havana barrio, cen-
ters on painting murals in local 
streets and holding classes on 
site. Gordon called the murals 
works of art, adding that one of 
the artists sells prints of the mu-
rals to support various commu-
nity projects. 

In order for the trip to materi-
alize, the BCW teamed up with 
Chamber Discoveries, a Fresno, 
California-based travel com-
pany that caters to chambers of 
commerce nationwide. Cham-
ber Discoveries provided a guide 
and organized fun activities for 
the council, like a visit to Ernest 
Hemingway’s home 10 miles east 
of Havana, which is perhaps Gor-
don’s favorite highlight of the trip. 

The program that allowed 
BCW members to visit Cuba 
was organized under the people-
to-people license from the U.S. 
Department of the Treasury. The 
license came to be in 1999, fol-
lowing policy changes that al-
lowed Americans to travel to 
Cuba with the goal of enhanc-
ing cultural relations between 
the two countries. Although 
travel restrictions were enforced 
in 2003, the license was revived 
again in 2011, with one company 
legally allowed to bring Ameri-
can tourists to Cuba. 

Differences between the two 
countries began in 1959, when 
Fidel Castro came to power. Cas-
tro’s regime started to develop 
ties with the Soviet Union, and 
he nationalized property owned 
by the U.S. and increased taxes 

on American imports. The U.S. 
retaliated by imposing a full eco-
nomic embargo, which included 
tough travel constraints, and end-
ing diplomatic ties.

Isolation became the policy 
of the U.S. toward Cuba over 
the years, and the embargo was 
strengthened in the 1990s. But 
in December 2014, with Castro’s 
health failing, President Barack 
Obama and Raul Castro, Fidel’s 
younger brother, announced that 
the two countries would restore 
full diplomatic ties. 

Despite the stark differences 
between the two countries over 
the years, some similarities are 
evident today. While there, Gor-
don took notice of Cuba’s boom-
ing farm-to-table industry, a food 
movement that focuses on local-
ly producing and delivering food 
to consumers.

“There were some really fine 
restaurants,” she said. “The farm-
to-table [trend] is [as much] a 
phenomenon  there as it is here.” 

And yet, according to Gordon, 
most people work for the govern-
ment and doctors make less than 
taxi drivers. 

“While it was very interesting, 
boy, did we all come home proud 
to be Americans and thankful to 
have been born in America,” she 
said. 

Gordon said looking at Cuba’s 
history and seeing its remnants 
made her think about the coun-
try’s future, such as upgrades to 
tourism facilities now that more 
Americans are able to visit. “I 
think when there are more op-
portunities and the rules are 
less stringent, [Cuba] will prob-
ably—just by the nature of the 
market—have to modernize,” 
she added. “Just being there and 
having the opportunity to see 
Cuba at this moment [in time] 
was fascinating.” 

COntaCt: sibylla@hometwn.com

Twenty-eight members and guests of the Business Council of Westchester embarked on a six-day trip to 
Cuba in February. Photos courtesy Marsha Gordon

Marsha Gordon, president and CEO of the Business Council of Westchester, said one of her trip highlights 
was touring Old Havana ahead of Cuba modernizing, as tourism is expected to increase now that U.S. and 
Cuba ties have improved.

A peak into a room at Ernest Hemingway’s Cuban home named 
Finca Vigia, meaning “lookout house.” The home, which houses the 
Hemingway Museum, is located 10 miles outside of Havana. 
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On March 2, students at Os-
born and Milton elementary 
schools celebrated what would 
have been the 112th birthday of 
children’s author Dr. Seuss. First-
graders at Milton School dressed 
up as their favorite Seuss charac-
ters, while their peers at Osborn 
showed off their favorite Seuss 
books and listened to teachers 
read the wacky tales aloud. 
-Reporting by Sarah Varney

Osborn, Milton schools celebrate Dr. Seuss turning 112

Osborn twins Caroline and Lillian Pereira dressed up as Thing 1 and 
Thing 2, characters from “The Cat in the Hat.” The book has sold more 
than 10 million copies since its release in 1957. It has been translated 
into 12 languages, including Latin. 

Harrison Kaplan and Juliet Rotondo, both students in William 
Ackerman’s first-grade class, stand in the Osborn Media Center with 
their favorite Dr. Seuss books—“Oh, the Things You Can Do That Are 
Good For You!” and “The 500 Hats of Bartholomew Cubbins.”

At Milton School, first-graders in Amy Reitzig’s class dressed as their 
favorite Dr. Seuss characters to celebrate the 112th birthday of Seuss. 
From left, Anna Bancroft, Mia Fontana, Morgan Kaderabek, Aidan 
Pymm, Sophia Harris, Juliet Mainiero, Aarif Chen, Fernando Mosquera 
and Robert Relyea.

Milton School students Ewan Jones, Hunter Murray and Mia Escaleira 
construct Seuss-themed crafts in teacher Amy Reitzig’s first-grade 
classroom. Author Theodore Geisel (Dr. Seuss) was born March 2, 
1904. Photos courtesy Sarah Derman
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By CHRIstIan aRanGO
Contributor

Two days after she brought a 
cheering Capitol Theatre audi-
ence to its feet with her stirring 
rendition of “Stars” at a ben-
efit concert to honor her slain 
stepfather, NYPD Det. Joseph 
Lemm, nicknamed “Superman,” 
the Harrision High School se-
nior Brooke Chaco told “Fox 
and Friends” that “it’s easier for 
us to get through this because 
we have so much support.”

Lemm died shortly before 
Christmas when he thrust him-
self between a suicide attacker 
and his comrades-in-arms while 
serving his third deployment as 
an Air National Guard techni-
cal sergeant in Afghanistan. He 
was posthumously awarded the 
Bronze Star, the nation’s fourth 
highest military decoration.

Chaco took to the venerable 
stage in Port Chester last Thurs-
day night to sing with Ameri-
can Idol finalist Jax in covers 
of “Empire State of Mind” and 
“Climb,” and finished cen-
ter stage with her rendition of 
“Stars” by Grace Potter and the 
Nocturnals. In a moving inter-
lude, she explained why the lyr-
ics mean so much to her and her 
family.

“He always went beyond,” 

Harrison supergirl sings in memory of ‘Superman’ dad
the 17-year-year-old aspiring 
singer said of her stepfather—
nicknamed “Superman” by fel-
low detectives—“so it just feels 
like he would know we’d expect 
him to be up with the stars now.”

In the Saturday interview 
with “Fox and Friends’” Ainsley 
Earhardt, Chaco said, “In situa-
tions like this, I always remem-
ber his laugh.” And she advised 
listeners: “Don’t take the mo-
ments you have with people for 
granted, because I wish he was 
still here.”

Also on stage with Chaco on 
Thursday night were “Satur-
day Night Live” alum Joe Pis-
copo and the New York Tenors, 
a singing group comprised of 
NYPD officers. As tenor Dan-
iel Rodriguez sang “America 
the Beautiful,” artist Scott Lo-
Baido speed-painted a portrait 
of the slain hero in a Superman 
shirt with the American flag as a 
backdrop.    

“This is a special one just for 
him,” LoBaido said after donat-
ing the painting to the Lemm 
family.

Video montages of Lemm 
with family and friends provid-
ed a backdrop for performers. 

The benefit was put together 
by the Stephen Siller Tunnel to 
Towers Foundation to help Cha-
co, her mother and Lemm’s wid-

ow, Christine DeGuisto, 42, and 
younger brother Ryan Lemm, 4, 
with financial burdens they face 
after Lemm’s death.

“They can use it however it 
can be used to help,” said John 
Hodge, the foundation’s chief 
operating officer.

Ticket sale figures were not 
immediately available.

The Suffolk County Police 
Department Third Precinct do-
nated $2,000 to the benefit. The 
Rafael Ramos Foundation, cre-
ated in the wake of the murders 
of NYPD officers Rafael Ra-
mos and Wenjian Liu, donated 
$1,000. The Liu family was in 
attendance. 

The Harrison Police Depart-
ment purchased 30 tickets, and 
many Harrison residents turned 
out for the event.

Outside the theatre, the strip 
of Westchester Avenue was 
closed off by Port Chester fire-
trucks and police vehicles. A 
large American flag was hung 
across the avenue in remem-
brance.

The Stephen Siller Founda-
tion is a nonprofit organization 
that helps the families of those 
who lose a loved one in the ser-
vice of the NYPD and NYFD, 
and was created in the memo-
ry of Stephen Siller, who was 
killed on 9/11. 

A large American flag hangs outside the Capitol Theatre, which caused part of Westchester Avenue to be 
closed off by Port Chester firetrucks and police vehicles. On Feb. 25, the venue held a benefit concert to 
honor slain NYPD Det. Joseph Lemm, of West Harrison, who was killed in action in Afghanistan.  
Photo/Christian Arango

As the Westchester County 
Board of Legislators prepares to 
debate the future of Playland, I 
would like to offer my insight 
for consideration. While I am in 
no way claiming to be an expert 
on the history of Playland, it has 
been, in one way or another, a part 
of my life. 

My parents told me stories of 
the thrills of rides that no longer 
exist (Airplane Coaster, The Fun 
House), the massive fires and 
working at the “Custard Stand.” 
We would collect the coupons 
from the local newspaper, “The 
Daily Item,” for our yearly trip to 
Playland and wait for a “friend” 
of my father to bring us “compli-
mentary” tickets. Taking six chil-
dren to Playland was an expensive 
proposition. As a married man and 
father, I have lived no more than a 
three-minute walk from Playland 
for more than 30 years.

According to Kathryn W. 
Burke’s “Images of America” 
series called “Playland,” Rye 
Playland opened in 1928 after 
Westchester County created the 
Westchester County Parks Com-
mission “for the purpose of pro-
viding the location, creation, ac-
quisition, and improvement of 
parks, parkways and boulevards 
in and by the county of Westches-
ter.” Once the county achieved its 
goal of acquiring approximately 
200 acres in Rye, it planned to 
develop parts of that property for 
a beach, bathhouse, lake, and a 
“midway,” which included a va-
riety of amusements, a casino, 
a boardwalk and a breakwater. 
Experts in the field of develop-
ing amusement parks, landscape 
architects and a renowned archi-
tectural firm famed for Art Deco 
buildings were hired. 

Also according to Burke, an 
Olympic-sized pool was added 
the following year to complete 
the waterfront amusement park 
we know today. The park thrived 
during this time period with the 
continued design and addition of 
newer and more exciting attrac-
tions. It was an effective working 
model for decades. 

During the late ‘50s and early 
‘60s, I remember ferry boats pull-
ing up to the dock and unloading 
passengers from points south and 
west. It was a day trip for people 
in areas along the Long Island 

The council 
corner
Councilman 

Richard Mecca

Deciding Playland’s future
Sound. It was the only park of this 
kind outside of Coney Island. At 
this time, “Blue Laws” were still 
in existence and there were few 
options for entertainment on Sun-
days, which became Playland’s 
highest day of attendance.

As the years progressed, com-
petition from other amusement 
parks, the greater affordability of 
the automobile, increased leisure 
time and the elimination of the 
Sunday “Blue Laws” provided 
people with options to Playland. 
Currently, within a two-hour ride, 
you have Great Adventure Park 
in New Jersey, Dorney Park in 
Pennsylvania, Lake Compounce 
and Quassy Amusement Park in 
Connecticut and Six Flags near 
Springfield, Massachusetts.

An aspect of Playland’s past 
business model was contracting 
with private concessionaires to 
purchase and operate rides and 
attractions. Owners signed short-
term leases and if they failed to 
perform, they were replaced. This 
process, to some extent, helped 
to prevent the park from becom-
ing “stale.” Currently, Westchester 
County owns all of the rides and 
most attractions. There is no lon-
ger an incentive for new invest-
ment. Playland has become nos-
talgic, but boring.

No municipal entity is equipped 
to operate, manage and market an 
amusement park. Lacking an ex-
isting model, Westchester County 
is alone in its dilemma of what to 
do with Playland.

In the mid-‘80s, the county 
contracted the Marriott Corpora-
tion to operate Playland. They 
were given a two-year lease with 
option of three five-year exten-
sions. Marriott was responsible 
for marketing the park, changing 
the ticket purchase format to a 
pay one price system. After two 
years, they walked away from any 
further obligation. Marriott could  
not run Playland profitably.

Since then, Playland has yield-
ed many years of underperfor-
mance with dwindling attendance 
and revenues. It is a small park 
with no possibility of expansion. 
It lacks the space necessary to add 
new attractions, which are critical 
to providing the attendance neces-
sary for a profitable venture. 

An operator, Standard Amuse-
ments, is willing to invest $30 mil-
lion to make Playland attractive 
to amusement park attendees. In 
turn, Westchester County must 
invest $58 million to upgrade the 
infrastructure to accommodate 

their vision. The questions to be 
asked are:

• Does the county eventually 
plan to invest this money in Play-
land’s infrastructure, even without 
this deal?

• If new rides are being planned 
and additional electrical service is 
required, shouldn’t that infrastruc-
ture improvement be made now, 
regardless of who is operating  
the park?

• If we anticipate more atten-
dees, shouldn’t the parking lot im-
provements be considered now?

• What about the boardwalk 
damaged by Hurricane Sandy  
four years ago? What is the time-
line for that repair?

• If the county were to remain 
the operator of Playland, wouldn’t 
investments need to be made  
in upgrading the rides and  
attractions?

• If the county isn’t willing to 
provide the necessary funding, 
why would any business entity in-
vest in an aging amusement park 
which fails to break even every 
year, let alone yield a profit?

If the county, as a management 
agent, can’t make Playland a prof-
itable endeavor, or as a landlord, 
is unwilling to invest the money 
required to make this an attractive 
proposition to investors, then per-
haps it is time to consider an alter-
native plan. The Playland property 
could be converted to a passive 
use park. The rides would be re-
moved; historical ones sold. The 
footprint of the parking lot could 
be reduced and much of it returned 
to a natural state. The midway and 
adjoining spaces could become 
gardens. A year-round restaurant 
with water views to complement 
the Tiki Bar would be attractive 
to an investor. The deteriorating 
swimming pool could be filled  
in and converted into a year- 
round dog park.

On a personal level, I am not in 
favor of the passive use park op-
tion. I like Playland and think it has 
a future with the right operator; an 
operator which will consider the 
impact on the residential neighbor-
hoods which surround the park, 
appropriately incorporate the wa-
terfront and acknowledge that 100 
percent of the traffic to the park 
flows through the city of Rye. 

My hope is that the county 
Board of Legislators fully con-
siders all of this information and 
acknowledges our community’s 
right to monitor any development 
for compliance with our neighbor-
hood residential zone.
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The Rye Arts Center presents 
their newest exhibition “Hot 
Ticket: Works on Paper,” to run 
from March 12 through April 
16, with an opening reception on 
Saturday, March 12 at 5 p.m. 

“Hot Ticket: Works on Paper” 
is an exhibition of works on pa-
per by emerging and established 
artists which will offer collec-
tors access to new art at afford-
able prices. Prints, drawings and 
collages will be exhibited un-
framed, and all will be for sale 
for $1,100 or less.

Approximately 30 prints will 
be displayed by about 20 artists, 
with special emphasis on new 
work by faculty and students af-
filiated with art departments and 
studios at universities and art-
ist workspaces throughout the 
region. The styles, colors, and 
prices will range widely, mak-
ing this a key place to shop for 
art to collect and feature in your 
homes and offices.

The opening reception will 
feature special guest Scott 

Drevnig, and a talk about the 
contemporary art scene by the 
deputy director of Philip John-
son’s Glass House in New  
Canaan, Connecticut. 

The entire community will 
have the opportunity to work 
collaboratively on an oversize 
drawing which will then be 
made available for sale.

A public tour with exhibit cu-
rator Margot Clark-Junkins will 
take place on Wednesday, March 
30 at 10 a.m. Clark-Junkins, an 
arts advisor, attended the gradu-
ate program at Cooper-Hewitt, 
the Smithsonian’s Design Muse-
um. She holds an M.A. in history 
of design and curatorial studies 
from Parsons School of Design. 
She writes about art and culture 
regularly for The Rye Record.

The gallery is open Mondays 
and Saturdays from 9 a.m. to 3 
p.m., Tuesdays through Fridays 
from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. and is 
closed on Sundays. For more in-
formation, call 967-0700 or visit 
ryeartscenter.org. (Submitted) 

Rye Arts Center presents hot ticket exhibit

Capucine Bourcart
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Follow us on Twitter @ryecityreview

library, Rye Historical Society 
and Rye Arts Center. Her latest 
project was helping to launch 
an anti-drug coalition in Rye 
 in 2015. 

“Julie is a positive person, 
that is one thing that over-
whelms you when you talk to 
her,” Sayegh said. “I imagine 
she will stand up for issues she 
believes are right and also draw 
a contrast where there is a dif-
ference of opinion.” 

Conversely, Sayegh criti-
cized Latimer by calling his 
record of bipartisanship hol-
low, adding that he has voted 
with the Democratic leader-
ship more than 98 percent of 
the time. “He has aligned him-
self with the Bill DiBlasio New 
York City agenda,” he said, re-
ferring to the liberal mayor of 
New York City. 

For Latimer, 62, the criti-
cism is nothing new, as he 
seems to always be the target 
of state Republicans, who want 
to maintain control of the Sen-
ate. The senator told the Re-
view that he has a bull’s-eye on 
his back. 

“It’s because I don’t have 
personal wealth,” he said. “I 
have lived within my means. 
Given the fact that my salary as 
an elected official is all the in-
come I have, that is not a lot of 
money in a place like Rye. It’s 
probably laughable to people 
[with] successful business ca-
reers. [Republicans] know they 
can always outspend me.”

But Latimer, who is seek-
ing his third term in the Senate, 
said there is a reason why he has 
been consistently re-elected. 

“I don’t think anyone has 

City of Rye Councilwoman Julie Killian, a Republican, plans on launching 
a campaign for state Senate. Killian will try to upend popular Democrat 
George Latimer. Both candidates live in the city of Rye. File photos

proven they care more about 
the people they represent than I 
do, day after day,” he said.

Latimer has never lost an 
election, winning 14 con-
secutive races dating back to 
his one term on the Rye City 
Council in 1987. 

Killian’s campaign is likely 
to be well-financed with a high 
level of organization and full 
of support from some of the 
top Republicans throughout 
the state. 

However, the last time the 
GOP put an all-out assault on 
Latimer, it backfired.

In 2012, with Latimer seek-
ing the Senate seat following 
the retirement of longtime Sen. 
Suzi Oppenheimer, a Democrat, 
the state Republicans ran Bob 
Cohen, who nearly defeated 
Oppenheimer just two years 
prior. 

Many pundits predicted 
2012 was Cohen’s time.  

Cohen and Latimer battled 
it out before a statewide audi-

ence. The duo set the record 
for campaign expenditures 
in a state race at the time; the 
Cohen campaign spent more 
than $4 million on attack ads, 
including radio spots and TV 
commercials. But Latimer won 
the seat in surprisingly easy 
fashion, with 54 percent of the 
vote, and celebrated his hardest 
fought victory to date. 

In 2014, Latimer defeated 
Republican Joe Dillon, a late 
entry who didn’t launch his 
campaign until July. 

The district encompasses the 
cities of Yonkers, White Plains, 
New Rochelle and Rye; and the 
towns of Eastchester, Harrison, 
Mamaroneck, Rye, Bedford 
and North Castle. 

Candidates are elected to 
the Senate for two-year terms 
with an annual base salary of 
$79,500.  

Killian could not be reached 
for comment as of press time. 

COntaCt: chris@hometwn.com
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McCormack said. “Does the 
whole $58 million need to be 
done?”

It’s possible, the communi-
cations director said, that some 
projects in the current agreement 
may be nixed before the deal is 
finalized.

Among the 11 capital projects 
included in the amended agree-
ment are various renovations to 
rides, structures and areas of the 
park, including a plan to repur-
pose the park’s iconic swimming 
pool, the latter of which was 
not part of the original plan be-
tween Standard and the county  
administration.

According to McCormack, 
one project, which plans to re-
habilitate the park’s colonnade, 
could cost $20 million alone. 

The amount that the coun-
ty will spend on capital proj-
ects wasn’t the only area of the 
agreement that drew attention 

from legislators. An aggressive 
timeline for just when the county 
would expend the money for such 
projects also garnered concern, 
and according to the agreement, 
the transfer of the park to Stan-
dard Amusements may rest in 
the balance. 

According to the amended 
agreement, the county will not 
completely transfer control of 
the park to Standard until 50 
percent of the money needed for 
the capital projects is expended. 
Therefore, the two parties will 
maintain a co-management pe-
riod until that time. 

While the agreement sets a 
tentative Oct. 31 deadline for the 
final expenditure of those funds, 
county Legislator Ben Boykin, a 
White Plains Democrat, said that 
such a date may be overly opti-
mistic. 

“We’re talking about 2017 
or 2018,” he said in regard to 

a more realistic date for when 
those funds might be delivered.

According to Boykin, specifi-
cally of concern is the fact that 
Standard doesn’t expect to bring 
in any profit for at least the first 
five years, according to informa-
tion provided by Plunkett to leg-
islators.

Concerns had already been 
voiced by board Democrats 
upon the initial agreement over 
numbers that project a net loss 
for the county over the 30-year 
period with Standard. 

Initial projections show the 
county only bringing in $13.9 
million by 2045 without factor-
ing in the $58 million in pro-
posed capital projects. 

 Nicholas Singer, who runs 
Standard Amusements, could 
not be reached for comment as 
of press time. 

COntaCt: james@hometwn.com
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An amended agreement between Westchester County and the management company Standard 
Amusements is drawing heat from members of the Board of Legislators after what has been dubbed an 
undue burden on taxpayers. File photo

She’s not crazy, her name just  
rhymes with it. Read Lenore 
Skenazy’s column every  
week in the Review.

A past contributor to the Daily News  
and the New York Sun, Skenazy has also 
appeared on “The Daily Show,” been profiled 
in the New Yorker and even had her own 
reality TV show, “World’s Worst Mom.”

A rYe 
olDTiMer

Judge John Carey

Recently, I spent some time 
at Greenwich Hospital, not as 
a patient but to observe. If you 
have to be in a hospital, let it be 
this one. It is here that our fourth 
child and only daughter was 
born, and it is here where our 
oldest grandchild was brought 
during my visit, after one of her 
hands was injured at work.

In earlier times, we received 
medical care at United Hos-
pital in Port Chester. That is 
where our third son was born 
and where I myself had surgery 
one hot summer day years ago. 
Sadly, United is no more, and 
in its place a large Starwood 
development is scheduled to 
appear. But there are other hos-
pital memories.

I remember Chestnut Hill 
Hospital, on the outskirts of 
Philadelphia, where both my 
wife Pat and I were born within 
a year of each other. Before we 
moved to Rye, our home was a 
mere stone’s throw from that 
hospital. We paid $97 a month 
in rent, and I earned less than 

Hospitals near and far, now and then
$10,000 a year as an assistant 
district attorney.

And I remember the field 
hospital, converted from a girls’ 
elementary school building, in 
Luneville, France, where my 
older brother Henry was taken 
in 1944 to suffer for a week be-
fore dying, after being riddled 
with German machine gun bul-
lets. Our son Douglas and I 
have traced the route of Hen-
ry’s unit, eastward toward the 
Rhine, and found that former 
makeshift hospital building.

One of my saddest memories 
is of being led with my brother 
Henry by our stepfather to a 
hospital where our mother lay 
in bed, deathly pale. We were 
told that there was a newly dis-
covered substance called peni-
cillin that was capable of kill-
ing harmful bacteria. This was 
administered to my mother, 
who soon recovered. 

Our saddest hospital experi-
ence was when our son, John 
Jr., was being cared for in San 
Francisco, high on a hill with 
the Pacific in the distance. That 
is where he spent his last weeks, 
during which his brother Doug-
las made nine trips west to see 
him. He had been a member of 

the National Honor Society, co-
captain of the Rye High foot-
ball team and the elected head 
of the “GO” or student council. 
He had managed my successful 
campaign for mayor of Rye in 
1973 and had helped me down 
many a ski slope. In his adult 
years, he served as an editor, 
writer, advocate for peace and 
reconciliation and, for more 
than seven months at three 
different hospitals in the Bay 
Area, was cared for with love 
and compassion by the attend-
ing staff and clergy. 

Of all these and other hos-
pitals I have seen, by far the 
best, at least from a layman’s 
perspective, is Greenwich Hos-
pital, and all of us who reside 
near it are fortunate indeed. Not 
only are the facilities spacious 
and impressive, but the cultur-
ally diverse staff is skillful and 
genuinely eager to help. We are 
truly grateful for the devoted 
care and smiles of hope that are 
so clearly evident in the manner 
in which each person, regard-
less of rank or station, carries 
out his or her duties. 

In perpetuum gratis.

COntaCt: j_pcarey@verizon.net

Rye City’s

Official Newspaper
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Lenore Skenazy

put in your own attic once your 
child—or child king—outgrew it.

Weirdest of all are the dozens 
of egg-shaped containers slight-
ly larger than footballs. These 
held food for the afterlife—the 
sacred lunchboxes of their day. 

As you wind your way 
through the exhibit, chock-a-
block with dazzling golden cof-
fins and surprising hieroglyphics 
(including a whole wall done 
in a baboon motif), your audio 
guide informs you that Carter 
had been searching for King 
Tut’s tomb ever since he learned 
that the statue of a later pharaoh 
once actually had another name 
on it: “Tutankhamun.” The later 
pharaoh had chiseled Tut’s name 
off the front and replaced it with 
his own. But, like lazy criminals 
in any era, he forgot to remove 
Tut’s name from the back.

An ancient cup also inscribed 
with Tut’s name made Carter 
increasingly certain that his-
tory had not accounted for King 
Tut, and neither had archeolo-
gists. But who was Tut? There 
was no other trace of him. If he 
had ruled, where was he buried? 
Why had no one found him yet?

Carter convinced Herbert, the 
fifth Earl of Carnarvon, to fund 
his search, and spent years dig-
ging fruitlessly—well, direct-
ing a lot of Egyptian workers 
to dig fruitlessly—searching 
for Tut’s tomb. Carnarvon was 
about to call it quits when Carter 
begged him for one more season 
of funding. Reportedly worried 
that Carter would finally find the 
tomb just when he pulled out, 
the earl signed another check. 
(And, weirdly enough, you can 
see how the earl could have af-
forded this hobby if you watch 
PBS Masterpiece: “Downton 
Abbey” was filmed in his mod-
est little home.)

Around the time of this final, 
funded season, one of Carter’s 
minions—a boy who brought 

jars of water to the workers—
dug into the sand to make a little 
hole to hold one of the jars. He 
always did this, to make them 
stand upright. But this time, his 
hand hit a smooth, flat surface.

It was the top of a long-buried 
staircase. 

The rest is history—ancient 
history. But the exhibit is so vi-
brant, this history doesn’t feel 
that far removed. In an era 
when ISIS is blowing up monu-
ments because it wants to erase 
the past, Tut’s successor chis-
eling his name off of statues 
seems familiar. And once you 
learn the soap opera of Tut’s 
family—his grandfather was a 
great and beloved ruler; his dad 
reversed everything the grand-
pa had done, even changing the 
country’s religion and capital, 
then Tut changed all it back—
the young king doesn’t seem so 
unreachable. You see the tiny 
coffin that contained his still-
born daughter. You learn there 
were flowers still on his casket 
when Carter uncovered it. It’s 
as if you could reach out and 
(sorry) Tut him. 

Then you exit back to the 
modern kingdom of New York 
City: dazzling, magnificent, in-
vincible; and you wonder who 
will wander an exhibit about us? 

Information on admission and 
hours is available at tutnyc.com/
visit/#tickets. The exhibition is 
located at 417 Fifth Ave. on 38th 
Street. The gallery is open Mon-
day through Thursday from 11 
a.m. to 7 p.m., Friday from 11 
a.m. to 9 p.m., Saturday from 10 
a.m. to 9 p.m. and Sunday from 
10 a.m. to 7 p.m. Admission is 
$27 for adults; $17 for children 
ages 5 to 16; $22 for seniors, 
college students, AAA and the 
military; $15 on Museum Mon-
days; and $65 for a “Family 4 
Pack” (two-child minimum). 

COntaCt: lskenazy@yahoo.com

King Tut’s treasures on display on Fifth Avenue

On Nov. 26, 1922, Howard 
Carter took out the little chisel 
his grandmother gave him on his 
17th birthday when he, an Eng-
lish lad, was already obsessed 
with ancient Egypt. Now push-
ing 50, a middle-aged archeolo-
gist who’d seemed promising, 
then washed up, then possibly 
promising again, Carter was 
standing in a hole in Egypt’s Val-
ley of the Kings, sweating. 

Hoping against hope, he 
tapped his childhood chisel on 
the underground doorway of 
what looked like a tomb, or at 
least some kind of repository. 
Once he finally made a hole, he 
poked a candle through. 

“Can you see anything?” 
asked his companion and bene-
factor, George Herbert.

“Yes,” Carter replied. “Won-
derful things.” 

And I just saw them, too: 
The gold and glories—and 
tchachkes—of King Tut’s tomb.

At The Discovery of King 
Tut, a midtown exhibit that 
faithfully recreates exactly what 
Carter saw when he became the 
first human to lay eyes on Tut’s 
tomb in 3,000 years, you wan-
der through room after room of 
amazing artifacts, with the spe-
cial excitement of seeing them 
just the way they were when  
first discovered.

Which is to say, in a jum-
ble. The room full of “amazing 
things” that Carter saw looks ex-
actly like the attic of an eccen-
tric aunt. There are beds shaped 
like animals, wheels leaning 
against each other like a bunch 
of ancient bike tires, and trunks, 
stools, vases and—oh yes—a 
baby throne made out of gold. 
It’s sitting in the back, aban-
doned as any highchair you’d 

Legislators join ArtsWestchester to present grants 
ArtsWestchester has an-

nounced a 20 percent increase 
in funding from the New York 
State Council on the Arts’ De-
centralization Grants Program 
for the allocation of grants total-
ing $55,000 to local arts organi-
zations and artists. 

ArtsWestchester distributes these 
funds through its competitive Arts 
Alive grants, supporting com-
munity-based cultural activities 
throughout the county, as well as 
the creation of new work by West-
chester artists. 

“On behalf of ArtsWestches-
ter, we would like to thank Gov. 
Cuomo for increasing the state 
allocation to NYSCA last year 
by $5 million, making it possible 
for the 20 percent increase to all 
decentralization sites throughout 
New York state,” said CEO Janet 
T. Langsam. 

On Jan. 29, members of the 
New York state Legislature joined 
ArtsWestchester’s board of trust-
ees for a private breakfast to pres-
ent Arts Alive grants to 25 organi-
zations. The breakfast took place 
at ArtsWestchester, located at 31 
Mamaroneck Ave. in White Plains.  

This year’s grant recipients 
represent artistic expression from 
cultures from around the world 
in an array of genres that include 
dance, writing, visual art, music 
and theater. The variety of projects 
range from public art installations 
and African drum workshops 
to affordable jazz performances 
and a dance with an anti-bully-

ing message. Additionally, these 
grants represent 17 municipalities 
throughout the county, including 
Yonkers, Ossining, Peekskill and 
Mount Vernon. 

Arts Alive grants are award-
ed in two categories: Arts Alive 
Project Grants, which provide 
Westchester-based organiza-
tions and artists with financial 
and technical support for proj-
ects at the grassroots level; and 
Arts Alive Artist Grants, which 
support works that relate to the 
community in a significant way. 
The grants are chosen through 
a competitive process that in-
cludes a panel of community 
members and arts professionals.

Arts Alive Project Grants are 
made possible with funds from 
the Decentralization Program, 
a re-grant program of the New 
York State Council on the Arts, 
with the support of Gov. Andrew 
Cuomo and the state Legislature, 
and administered by ArtsWest-
chester. (Submitted) 

From left, Angela Belsole and Sr. Beth Dowd, representing Arts Alive 
grantee Songcatchers, and New York state Sen. Andrea Stewart-
Cousins. Songcatchers of New Rochelle will use the Arts Alive grant for 
intergenerational community music programs. 

From left, New York state Assemblyman David Buchwald, Westchester 
County Legislator Benjamin Boykin, Bernard Tamosaitis, Solange De 
Santis and William Eckfeld, representing Arts Alive grantee St. Thomas 
Orchestra, and New York state Sen. Andrea Stewart-Cousins. St. 
Thomas Orchestra in Mamaroneck will use the Arts Alive grant for a fall 
2016 concert. Photos/John Vecchiolla

From left, Billie Tucker and Karen Allen, representing Arts Alive grantee 
Tutti Bravi Productions Inc., with New York state Sen. Andrea Stewart-
Cousins. Tutti Bravi Productions of New Rochelle will use the Arts 
Alive grant for “Spirits and Souls—Huguenot Voices from the Trinity 
Burial Grounds.” New monologues will be written and original music 
composed from the perspective of Huguenot settlers buried in Trinity 
Burial Grounds for a new historical production. 
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The Classifieds • Advertising that gets results
OUR RATES: 

UP TO 4 LINES $42.50  
for 2 weeks minimum.  Each Additional Line $2.00

HOW TO REACH US:
(914) 653-1000 x27  Fax: 653-5000 

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING: 170 Hamilton Ave., Suite 203, White Plains N.Y. 10601

DEADLINE:
Placement, correction or cancellation of an ad may  

be phoned in any time before noon on Monday for publication

AuTo DonATionS
Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes,  
benefiting Make-A-Wish. We offer free tow-
ing and your donation is 100% tax deductible.  
Call 914-468-4999 Today!

Donate your car to Wheels For Wishes,  
benefiting Make-A-Wish.  We offer free tow-
ing and your donation is 100% tax deductible.  
Call 315-400-0797 Today!

For SAle
Privacy Hedges - SPRING BLOWOUT SALE 
6ft Arborvitae (cedar) Reg $129 Now $59 
Beautiful, Nursery Grown. FREE Installation/
FREE delivery Limited Supply!ORDER NOW! 
518-536-1367 www.lowcosttrees.com

help WAnTeD
Can You Dig It? Heavy Equipment Operator Career! 
We Offer Training and Certifications Running 
Bulldozers, Backhoes and Excavators. Lifetime Job 
Placement. VA Benefits Eligible! 1-866-362-6497

AIRLINE CAREERS Start Here—Get trained as 
FAA certified Aviation Technician. Financial aid 
for qualified students. Job placement assistance. 
Call AIM for free information 866-296-7093

Seasonal Beach & Park Workers
Rye Town Park & Beach has seasonal employ-
ment (approximately 4-5 months) for Lifeguards, 
Groundskeepers, Cashiers and Park Attendants, 
- $8.75 to $12.00 per hour based on position 
and experience.  Hours are flexible and weekend 
work is required.  Must be 16 years or older with 
working papers. Preference provided to Town 
of Rye Residents.  Applications available at the 
Town of Rye, Town Clerk’s Office, 3rd floor, 222 
Grace Church Street, Port Chester, NY 10573. 
Applications for Seasonal Employment are also 
available on-line at the Town of Rye Website 
(www.townofrye.com) under Parks (Rye Town 
Park & Beach Home Page.)  Applications  must 
be returned by May 16th, 2016. Hiring begins 
April 1st.  No phone calls please. 

hunTing
Our Hunters will Pay Top $$$ To hunt your land. Call 
for a Free Base Camp Leasing info packet & Quote. 
1-866-309-1507 www.BaseCampLeasing.com

lAnD For SAle
CATSKILLS FARM LIQUIDATION March 12th 
& 13th! Lender Ordered! 5 to 39 acre Tracts! 
Foreclosure prices! Mountain views, streams, 
ponds, gorgeous setting just 2 hours from the 
GW Bridge! Terms avail! Call 888-905-8847 
NewYorkLandandLakes.com

UPSTATE NY LAND BARGAIN! 11 acres-
Stream, Pond -$39,900 Beautiful woods, long 
rd frontage, Utils, EZ drive from NY City! Terms 
avail. Call 888-479-3394 NOW!

MiScellAneouS
SAWMILLS from only $4397.00- MAKE & 
SAVE MONEY with your own bandmill-Cut 
lumber any dimension. In stock ready to ship! 
FREE Info/DVD @ www.NorwoodSawmills.
com 1-800-578-1363 Ext.300N

reAl eSTATe AucTionS
100+ HOM ES -LAN D - COM M E RCIAL 
BUILDINGS PROPERTY TAX AUCTION 
3/30@11AM. Holiday Inn, Elmira, NY.  
800-243-0061 HAR, Inc. & AAR, Inc. 
Free brochure, Bid Online from Anywhere:  
www.NYSAUCTIONS.com

VAcATion renTAlS
OCEAN CITY, MARYLAND. Best selection of 
affordable rentals. Full/ partial weeks. Call for 
FREE brochure. Open daily. Holiday Resort 
Services. 1-800-638-2102. Online reserva-
tions: www.holidayoc.com

WAnTeD
$ TOP CASH PAID $
Complete Contents + Al l  Antiques & 
Collectibles Furn, Lamps, Sterling, Jewelry, 
Watches, Coins, Record Collections, Coins,  
Old Baseball Items. Comics, Books, Music.  
Over 25 yrs. buying & selling exp. Call J. Geller 
914-275-6611 or email gellerent@aol.com

New York State Department of Environmental Conservation

Notice of Complete Application

Date: 02/26/2016

Applicant: WESTCHESTER COUNTY

148 MARTINE AVE 
WHITE PLAINS, NY 10601-4704

Facility: PLAYLAND PARK & BEACH
PLAYLAND PKWY 
RYE, NY

Application ID: 3-5514-00023/00026

Permits(s) Applied for: 1 - Article 34 Coastal Erosion Management

1 - Article 15 Title 5 Excavation & Fill in Navigable Waters

1 - Section 401 - Clean Water Act Water Quality Certification

1 - Article 25 Tidal Wetlands

Project is located: in RYE in WESTCHESTER COUNTY

Project Description:

The applicant proposes disturbance to tidal wetlands and adjacent area and  
replacement of a structure in the

Coastal Erosion Hazard Area (CEHA) associated with the reconstruction of the northern 
boardwalk at the

Playland Park & Beach, which was destroyed by Super Storm Sandy. Portions of the  
work are in the CEHA

nearshore area, requiring variance from the regulatory prohibition on structures in the  
nearshore area.

Availability of Application Documents:

Filed application documents, and Department draft permits where applicable, are available 
for inspection during

normal business hours at the address of the contact person. To ensure timely service  
at the time of inspection, it

is recommended that an appointment be made with the contact person.

State Environmental Quality Review (SEQR) Determination

Project is not subject to SEQR because it is a Type II action.

SEQR Lead Agency None Designated

State Historic Preservation Act (SHPA) Determination

The proposed activity is not subject to review in accordance with SHPA. The permit type 
is exempt or the activity is being reviewed in accordance with federal historic preservation 
regulations.

Coastal Management

This project is located in a Coastal Management area and is subject to the Waterfront

Revitalization and Coastal Resources Act.

legAl noTiceS
Notice of Formation of PURECLARITY, LLC. Arts of Org. filed with NY Secy of State (SSNY) 
on 1/15/16. Office location: Westchester County. SSNY is designated as agent of LLC upon 
whom process against it may be served. SSNY shall mail process to: 110 Prospect Ave., 
Valhalla, NY 10595. Purpose: any lawful activity.

Notice of Formation of Standard Model, LLC. Arts of Org. filed with NY Secy of State (SSNY) 
on 12/11/2015. Office location: Westchester County. SSNY is designated as agent of LLC 
upon whom process against it may be served. SSNY shall mail process to:

Notice of Formation of Empire State Basketball Club, LLC. Arts of Org. filed with NY Secy 
of State (SSNY) on 01/07/16. Office location: Westchester County.  SSNY is designated 
as agent of LLC upon whom process against it may be served. SSNY shall mail process to: 
C/O United States Corporation Agents, Inc. , 7014 13th Ave Ste 202, Brooklyn, NY 11228. 
Purpose: any lawful activity.

Notice of Formation of 79 Lott Street, LLC. Arts of Org. filed with NY Secy of State (SSNY) on 
2/23/16. Office location: Westchester County. SSNY is designated as agent of LLC upon whom 
process against it may be served. SSNY shall mail process to: 79 LOTT STREET LLC, C/O 
CLAIR & GJERTSEN, ESQS, 4 NEW KING STREET, WHITE PLAINS, NY 10604. Purpose:  
any lawful activity.

Notice of Formation of Garnet Workplace Services LLC. Arts. of Org. filed with SSNY on 02/19/16. 
Office location: Westchester County. SSNY is designated as agent of LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. SSNY shall mail process to 47 Elmwood Avenue, Rye, NY 10580. 
Purpose: any lawful act or activity.

Contact Person
REBECCA S CRIST. NYSDEC
21 S Putt Corners Rd, New Paltz, NY 12561
(845) 256-3014

Availability For Public Comment
Comments on this project must be submitted  
in writing to the Contact Person no later than  
03/17/2016 or 15 days after the publication  
date of this notice, whichever is later.
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Follow Mike Smith @LiveMike_Sports 
stats • recaps • commentary 

Follow Mike Smith @ryecityreview 
for Mike’s live, in-game action updates

To CoVER  
loCal spoRTs,  
you nEEd a 

LIVE  
MIKE!

liVe MiKe
Mike Smith

You know you’ve been missing 
baseball when hearing the voice 
of John Sterling comes as a relief. 

As a die-hard Red Sox fan—
and, more importantly, someone 
with ears—I have no great love 
for the bombastic Yankees radio 
man, but even I was happy to hear 
John and Suzyn Waldman on the 
airwaves last week.

Maybe I’m getting soft in 
my old age, or maybe I’m just 
pumped that spring is finally 
here. 

Spring Training games kicked 
off last week, marking the begin-
ning of a wonderful time for fans 
of our national pastime. I, for 
one, couldn’t get enough. 

Sure, I love Opening Day. 
More often than not, I’ll fire up 
the MLB.tv app and veg out on 
baseball for the better part of two 
days until I lapse into the sort of 

First signs of spring
couch coma usually reserved for 
post-Thanksgiving lounging.

But those first couple of days 
of spring training? Those are 
special.

All winter long, I’ve got to 
scratch and claw just to get my 
baseball fix. I mean, on Feb. 11, 
I spent an hour-and-a-half watch-
ing a World Baseball Classic 
Qualifying Game between South 
Africa and New Zealand. Yan-
kees-Red Sox it was most cer-
tainly not, but getting the chance 
to watch actual baseball on my 
television in the dead of winter? 
It’s like Christmas came early for 
a baseball nut like me.

Of course, Major League 
Baseball doesn’t make it easy—
at least early on in the spring. 
Only a few games last week were 
televised and a few more had ra-
dio broadcasts. As a result, I spent 
an inordinate amount of time 
glued to MLB GameCast, watch-
ing little colored dots that (prob-
ably) correspond to MLB players 
circle around the diamond. 

It may not be a box seat at 
Citi Field, but it is certainly bet-
ter than watching the New York 
Knicks. 

Do I plan on tuning in to each 
and every game for the remainder 
of Spring Training? Of course 
not. I’ve got a life, a job and plen-
ty of other things to do with my 
time. March Madness is starting 
up soon, which provides a much-
needed respite from the doldrums 
of winter, but the knowledge that 
baseball is back still warms my 
heart. 

Right now, everything is per-
fect. The Yankees haven’t won 
the division, my Red Sox haven’t 
begun to underachieve, and, for 
the Mets, the sky is still the limit 
with the heaps of young, talented 
pitching they have locked up. 

That might all change by mid-
May, so right now, I’m simply en-
joying the moment, and dreaming 
of a pennant race.

Follow Mike on Twitter  
@LiveMike_Sports

For the first week of MLB Spring Training, following teams on MLB Gameday has been trying—and 
rewarding—for Sports Editor Mike Smith. Photo courtesy MLB.com

like us on facebook
facebook.com/cityreviewnr
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By MIKe sMItH
Sports Editor 

As good as Rye girls’ bas-
ketball team has been all winter 
long, they seem to have saved 
their highest gear for the state 
playoffs. 

Last week, Rye picked up two 
lopsided wins, trouncing both 
Saugerties and Vestal, to punch 
their ticket to the New York State 
Final Four in Troy.

Rye fans who traveled to the 
Westchester County Center on 
Tuesday, March 1 for the Class 
A regional semifinal round were 
in for somewhat of a surprise 
when the Garnets’ starting lineup 
was announced and 1,000-point 
scorer Katie Popp wasn’t in it. 
But despite not having the ju-
nior standout at full strength, the 
Garnets hardly missed a beat, 
blasting Saugerties to win the 
regional semifinal game 57-37  

RYE 57
SAUGERTIES 37

3/1/16

GIRLS BASkETBALL CLASS A

REGIONAL SEMI-FINALS

Game Notes:
•  Katie Popp scored 16 

points despite battling  
an illness that threatened 
to keep her out of action

•  Madeline Eck scored  
a game-high 23 points  
to lead the Garnets

•  Rye took control in the 
second quarter, outscoring 
Saugerties 15-3 

COUNTY CENTER

RYE 53
VESTAL 38

3/5/16

GIRLS BASkETBALL CLASS A

REGIONAL FINALS

Game Notes:
•  Eck and Popp combined 

for 45 points in the win

•  Rye has held five of its 
last six opponents to 
under 40 points

•  The Garnets will take on 
Floral Park in the Class A 
state semifinal round

SUNY CORTLAND

Garnets roll in regionals

in impressive fashion.
Popp, who led the Garnets to 

their first sectional champion-
ship in 11 years last weekend, 
was battling a stomach bug that 
threatened to keep her out of ac-
tion. But, she was still able to 
provide a lift off the bench, scor-
ing 16 points against an over-
matched Sawyers squad. Senior 
point guard Taylor Maurer, who 
picked up the slack in Popp’s 
early-game absence, scored nine 
of the Garnets’ first 16 points on 
the night. According to Mau-
rer, the Garnets didn’t have a 
real idea of how much the ail-
ing Popp would be able to con-
tribute, and had to adjust their  
expectations accordingly.

“We didn’t know what was 
happening until we got on the 
bus to come to the game,” Mau-
rer said. “But we knew that we 
were all going to have to pick up 
a lot of the slack offensively, and 

that we were going to have to 
step up and make plays.”

Madeline Eck finished with a 
game-high 23 points and helped 
the Garnets take control in the 
second quarter, as they out-
scored the Sawyers 15-3 to open 
a 28-13 lead by halftime. 

“We thought it was going to 
be closer,” Eck said. “But it was 
still a tough game, especially in 
that first quarter.”

Maurer attributes the Garnets’ 
success to a good game plan put 
in place by head coach Dennis 
Hurlie during the team’s Mon-
day practice. 

“We had scouted them, so we 
knew what holes in their defense 
we could attack,” Maurer said. 
“Everyone just stepped up and 
contributed.”

Next up for the Garnets was 
a regional final showdown with 
Vestal at SUNY Cortland on 
March 5. At full strength, Rye 

had little trouble with the Gold-
en Bears, notching a 53-38 win, 
thanks in part to a terrific show-
ing from both Eck and Popp. 
The duo combined to score all 
but eight of the Garnets’ points, 
with Eck leading the way with a 
game-high 23.

The Garnets have allowed 
just one opponent to crack the 
40-point mark in six postseason 
games and will look to keep the 
defensive effort going against 
Floral Park Memorial High 
School in the Class A state semis 
on March 11. On March 5, the 
Knights topped Islip 58-52 to 
earn a trip to Troy. 

“I think we proved that we 
have a lot of weapons and that 
we’re a versatile team,” Maurer 
said. “Any one of our five play-
ers on the court can make plays, 
and that means a lot.”

COntaCt: sports@hometwn.com  

Taylor Maurer brings the ball up the floor against the Sawyers.
Madeline Eck drives to the hoop against Saugerties on March 1. Eck scored 23 points in Rye’s 57-37 win. 
The Garnets would also win their regional final game just four days later with a 53-38 victory over Vestal. 

Katie Popp hits a jumper. Popp battled a stomach bug last Tuesday, 
but still scored 16 points off the bench to help her team to a decisive 
20-point win. Photos/Mike Smith
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